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If a trust builds itself up by absorbing or unfairly 
destroying competitors, it is ILLEGAL—and must 
FEAR THE LAW—the Sherman law. 

President Taft has said this over and over again 
—every reading and thinking man has absorbed the 
thought—and noted that it was uttered, not as an 
abstract idea, but as a warning to big business, em- 
phasized and reiterated, that it must get in line, or 
take the consequences. There is no safety for any 
illegal trust in political influence when Standard Oil 
and Tobacco are downed and Morgan’s favorite, 
Steel, attacked. 

Read the Standard Oil and Tobacco decisions— 
the brief against the Steel trust. Put Bell Telephone 
in place of their names. Is not the conclusion irre- 
sistible that the telephone trust will have to drop its 
efforts at monopoly, release the Western Union and 
all its ill-gotton gains, divorce its factory from the 
rest of its business, cancel its contracts which for- 
bid licencees from purchasing in an open, competi- 
tive market, and get before the American public on 
a basis of honest, non-discriminatory, clean compe- 
tition?—Editorial from TELEPHONY, Nov. 4, 1911. 











All Hands—Work for Government Investigation! 

The public demand for an investigation of the telephone 
trust by the national government at Washington is taking 
definite shape. TELEPHONY’s mail this week shows that 
its endorsement of this movement was in line with the 
ideas of Independent telephone men the country over. 

It is believed that the general protest against the prac- 
tices of the Bell telephone trust noted in Associated Press 
dispatches, which were circulated throughout the country, 
will result in the receipt at Washington of an enormous 
number of protests from business men who have been in- 
jured or handicapped by the monopolistic and restrictive 
policies of the Bell magnates in Wall street. Many have 
already been filed and others are piling in every day. 

Independent telephone officials and stockholders general- 
ly are taking up with enthusiasm the work of enlightening 
the Interstate Commerce Commission and the Department 





of Justice, as they see in this movement a practical way to 
eliminate the evils which have for years been a feature 
of the telephone business. 

TELEPHONY urges every Independent telephone man who 
has not already taken action along the line suggested in 
its editorial and news pages last week, to read them over 
carefully now, and GET BUSY AT ONCE. 

Read the news article on pages 640 to 642 of this week’s 
issue. It shows what some people have already done to 
secure action from Washington, and outlines SOME OF 
THE POINTS WHICH IT IS PROPER TO BRING 
TO THE ATTENTION. OF THE AUTHORITIES AT 
WASHINGTON. Read again the leading editorial in last 
week’s TELEPHONY. That gives some pointers as to the 
proper action to take. Read the news story on page 607 
of last week’s TELEPHONY. 

There has never been a time when action along these 
lines showed such a prospect of working substantial im- 
provement in the telephone industry of the entire country. 
The matter has already been brought to the attention of 
the authorities, and they should not be caused to drop it 
for lack of encourayement and co-operation. 

Pile the information about the telephone trust into Washing- 
ton! Fill the mail with letters and petitions! Have every In- 
dependent stockholder, and every prominent business man who 
is an Independent or Bell subscriber sign! Help the good work 
along! Don’t delay! 


= 


Some Low Priced Service a Necessity. 
In any scheme of telephone rates it must be borne in 





mind that telephone service is a two-ended proposition. 
The Wisconsin business man who said “It is more import- 
ant for us to be able to telephone our washerwoman than 
to have a line to New York” had good reason for his state- 
ment. The grocers, butchers, laundrymen, dentists, doc- 
tors, and undertakers derive much of their income from 
persons who cannot be induced to pay more than $2 a 
month for telephone service; and the failure to have a 
rate scheme that will provide the professional people and 
mercantile establishments with an avenue of communica- 
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tion to their customers who are not over prosperous is a 
genuine economic loss to the community. 

The point of view of the beneficiaries—for such they usu- 
ally are—of a special low rate, is well indicated by the fol- 
lowing letter, which appeared in the Kansas City Post of 
November 3: 


From the beginning of the discussion of the telephone 
merger there has been a feeling of unrest and anxiety, es- 
pecially among women I am brought in contact with in this 
office, worried over the possible raise in rates to be charged 
in the event there is a merger. 

So far in the discussions no reference has been made 
to a residence rate of less than $3 per month; at present 
and for years past the Bell company has maintained a rate of 
$2 per month for a two-party line. If in anew franchise, the 
two-party line rate is to be wiped out, it will work a hard- 
ship upon many thousands of women and poor families 
that will be nearly impossible to bear. 

The telephone is a_ public utility and a necessity and 
as such should be brought within the means of the great- 
est number possible. You realize the thousands of poor 
women in this town left with little children to rear, are 
struggling to maintain an existence by keeping roomers 
and boarders and small shops of various kinds. Today a 
telephone in these homes and small places of business is as 
necessary to their existence as in more pretentious places 
of business. If the present $2 rate is to be done away with 
and another dollar added, what does it mean? One dollar 
a month means one month’s rent to many of these people, 
a suit of clothes, three tons of coal, nearly a month’s gro- 
cery bill, a supply of school books for a year and so on. 

O. S. Carman, Manager Loan Department, Board of 
Public Welfare. 


The Bell telephone people have advertised with a view 
to deceive, but have never really adopted and put into 
practice the view that telephone service must be compre- 
hensive—that the telephone line must enter the walls of 
every building carrying on a sufficient domestic, mercan- 
tile, or professional business of buying and selling to war- 
rant buyers and sellers in combining to support a means 
of instantaneous communication. They do not understand 
the value of a high development, any more than they appre- 
ciate that the public demand for a high degree of saturation 
is irresistible. 

In this fundamental conception of the way to perform a 
necessary service they have failed. It is the precise point 
the Standard Oil Co. grasped, and by so doing maintained, 
in a high degree, its monopoly. The folly of the Bell offi- 
cials on this question lost them the monopoly they once 
had; and their persistence in this folly, to the point of ar- 
their ideas, 
makes it impossible for them to hold their own, to say 


rogant attempts at enforcement of wrong 
nothing of regaining control of the field. 

Bell officials are always trying to move against the cur- 
rent of travel—and yet they wonder why they are being 
But let them 
It’s a great help to the Independent telephone 


kicked in the shins, or jostled into the gutter. 
wonder. 
industry. 





Discoursing Briefly on the Bell Apologist. 
Salute the financial writer whose occupation is that of 
Without a shadow of a doubt he is a 
Of nimble wit, of flexible convictions, coining a 


Bell apologist! 
wonder. 
phrase where none exists to meet his need, distorting a 
fact beyond hope of recognition, he is by no means the 
least curious product of this age of trusts and monopolies. 

TELEPHONY printed the latest statement of the Pacific 


Bell last week. It showed that, at the conclusion of the 
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first nine months of the current year, the company, after 
meeting its fixed charges and paying dividends on the pre- 
ferred stock, although nothing at all on the $18,000,000 of 
common outstanding, had remaining a surplus from earn- 
ings of $152,124. This was $109,835 less than it had left 
at the close of the corresponding period of 1910. That is, 
it earned less than 1 per cent. on the common and, so far 
as can be discerned, made no provision whatever for de- 
preciation for a plant valued at upwards of $70,000,000. 

Yet here comes a writer in one of New York City’s finan- 
cial papers who, in a ‘olumn long spasm, declares that 50 
for the common is not too high a price, “on the basis of 
what may be expected of the property in the future.” He 
finds “concealed earnings” which materially increase the 
announced results, but which no one else has ever discov- 
ered, and which are not yet visible to the naked eye. He 
doles out comfort over the steadily increasing expenses, 
which he is unable to disguise by saying that “they would 
seem to indicate that the company must have devoted large 
amounts for improvements to its property and charged 
the same to its expenses, instead of segregating the amount 
and making it a separate income deduction.” As a cer- 
tain editorial paragrapher would say, an accomplished 
“wheeze-master” might almost extract a “wheeze” from 
that, in view of the usual and well known Bell methods 
in that respect. 

In a glorious peroration, he says: “There is little doubt 
that the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co., had it so de- 
sired, could have shown at least 10 per cent. earned on 
its common stock during the last fiscal period”—when, in 
fact, it showed less than 1 per cent. The sublimity of such 
faith arouses awe in the beholder. Or can it be simply 


near-clever work and not faith at all? 





Wasted Toll Circuit Time. 

It is rare to find a toll circuit used for revenue producing 
business more than a few minutes out of every hour. Prob- 
ably a quarter of the time would be a mark reached on few 
circuits of the best managed companies. This is a subject 
of the highest importance to owners and operating men 
alike. 

Recently this subject was lightly touched upon in these 
pages. We now commend to those interested the admir- 
able, constructive paper on this subject by Percy Redmund, 
which appears elsewhere in this issue. 





A Valuable Discussion of “Going Value.” 

The paper presented by F. F. Fowle, at this week’s meet- 
ing of the Western Society of Electrical Engineers and Chi- 
cago section of the A. I. E. E., and the discussion of this 
paper, form a valuable digest and analysis of a matter which 
will arise in practically all future cases affecting public utility 
rates. 

On account of its length, few technical journals will be able 
to print it in full. It is to be hoped that in order to give it 
the widest possible circulation, it will be published in the Pro- 
ceedings of the American Institute of Electrical Engin- 


eers. 
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Day of Reckoning Approaches for Bell Telephone Co. 


Petitions and Letters Pouring in Upon Interstate Commerce Commission and Department of Justice Asking Action 
Against the Bell System Under Sherman Anti-Trust Law—Taft, Wickersham, Commission 
and Senate Committee all Actively Enlisted 


The American (Bell) Telephone & Telegraph Co. is finally 
being subjected to the close and active scrutiny of the na- 
tional authorities, with every incentive and all the evidence 
necessary to place it formally on the defensive as a violator 
of the Sherman anti-trust law. 

The petitions referred to in these columns last week are being 
received by the Interstate Commerce Commission in constantly 
increasing numbers. In addition, scores of letters from men 
of affairs throughout the country—men who are thoroughly 
conversant with telephone conditions—are being sent to the 
commission, to Attorney General Wickersham and to Presi 
dent Taft himself. These letters recite the causes of offence 
against the wire trust and ask that action be taken to bring 
it speedily to book. In addition the senate committee on for- 
eign and interstate commerce is interesting itself in the same 


It is equally plain that the Bell’s cause will be but aggravat- 
ed by the frank and arrogant statement of its president in 
his last annual report to the effect that his company had ef 
fected mergers with competing companies and proposed to 
continue to do so. Mr. Vail’s assumption that the Sherman 
law was meant for the other trusts and not his own, leaving 
his mergers “legal” and that the “acquiescence of the public” 
constituted a safeguard (although the public seldom was given 
opportunity to express its wishes), will avail little under the 
interpretation of the Sherman law handed down by the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, when that law is set in 
operation against the Bell system. 

The temper and character of many of the letters addressed 
to the Department of Justice are reflected in the one 
printed on these two pages. For obvious reasons the name 


well 





LETTER ADDRESSED TO DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ASKING INVESTIGATION OF 


I have taken much interest in recent reports of an investigation by the government of possible infringements 





of the Sherman law by the Bell and its subsidiary companies, and I have had in mind the desire to acquaint you 
with the underlying principles of the telephone business from an Independent telephone standpoint, and urge upon 
you the necessity of unrestricted competition in this most important branch of business. 

With all due respect to the Bell company and its officials, I believe it is inherently wrong in its plan of organ- 
ization. I am satisfied its efforts to control so many telephone properties, covering so great an area, with their 


multiplicity of details, will lead to an unduly extravagant and inefficient policy, and even if it were possible for 
the Bell company to again control a monopoly of the telephone business of this country the cost of such service 
would be prohibitive to a very considerable portion of the telephone talking public. 


I believe the interests of the general public can best be served by prohibiting mergers, by purchase or other- 
wise, between Independent and Bell companies, and through such prohibition perpetuate the active competition, 
as to extension and class of service, which has played such an important part in the development of this business 
since the termination of the monopoly formerly enjoyed by the Bell company. 

I maintain that Independent telephone companies, which invariably provide the greatest number of connec- 
tions for telephone service within a radius of say seventy-five miles from their central exchange can more generally 
serve the necessities of subscribers in any district than can the Bell company, notwithstanding its connections 
to large centers. 

I am satisfied I can prove to you that Independent telephone companies, because of direct control and eco- 
nomical methods employed, can furnish service, satisfactory to a majority of telephone users, much cheaper than 
can the Bell company through the elaborate methods necessarily employed in the conduct of its business and, this 
being true, I maintain that the public should be privileged to select the cheaper service of the Independent com- 
panies, if it desires to do so, in preference to the more extended and necessarily more costly service of the Bell. 








matter and has summoned President Vail to appear and give 
testimony. These circumstances all give assurance that defi- 
nite action against the A. T. & T. Co. must begin without 
great loss of time. 

As TELEPHONY has stated, it is known that the Department 
of Justice has long been quietly investigating the Bell com- 
pany and that it has gathered a mass of information regarding 
its operations. Although no official statement to this effect 
has been made, this information will now doubtless be brought 
into action, supplemented by the new evidence which is 
being tendered the at ‘horities. 

The wide spread of this movement to bring the Bell to an 
accounting and its evident popularity among serious and 
thoughtful business men lend a force to the present appeal 
which will make it well nigh irresistible. Politics, pull and 
publicity, that alliterative trio which have so often operated 
to fend off the enforcement of the law against this bold ag- 
gressor, will now, it would seem, be powerless to aid it, and 
those conversant with the situation as it stands today agree that 
a reckoning is undoubtedly at hand. 
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of the writer is not made public, nor the name of his company. 

Independent operators everywhere should give this matter 
the gravest consideration and should add their protests and 
appeals to those which have already gone to the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, the senate committee, or the Depart- 
ment of Justice. These letters should be brief, forceful, free 
frow ambiguity and specific—and they should be sent at once. 

The situation as a whole is also concisely summed up in 
the following letter addressed to this paper by John H. Wright, 
general manager of the Home Telephone Co., of Jamestown, 
N. Y. To such facts of general knowledge should be added 
information of a local character, wherever possible. 

“I wish to congratulate you,” says Mr. Wright, “on the stand 
taken in the last issue of TELEPHONY in advising every In- 
dependent telephone man in the United States to forward peti- 
tions to the national authorities protesting against the methods 
employed by the Bell Telephone Co. in various states in ar 
endeavor to drive out or stifle competition. 

“It appears that the most important function of the Sher- 
man anti-trust statute is to insure wholesome competition anc 








Details of Bell Violations of Sherman Act Multiply 


Type of Communications Which are Being Mailed Authorities at Washington end Which Should be Supplemented 
by Telephone Men Throughout the Country by Personal Appeals for Rigid Investigation— 
A Concise Summing Up of Bell’s Misdeeds and Plans 


to prevent combinations and understandings in restraint of 
trade. Upon these points we have so eminent an authority 
as President Taft himself. , 

“The following summary of the acts and methods of the Bell 
company ought to indicate very clearly whether or not this 
gigantic telephone corporation has brought itself within the 
provisions and prohibitions of the Sherman act: 

“First.—The last annual report to the board of directors by 
Theodore N. Vail, president of the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., contains the following significant statement: 
‘Our policy in respect to the opposition and Independent sys- 
tems has been constantly followed through the year. Wherever 
it could be legally done and done with the acquiescence of the 
public, opposition companies have been acquired and merged 
with the Bell system. 


“In Baltimore, when the Bell system acquired the Indepen- 
dent competing company it immediately raised the rates for 
both local and long distance service. In Ohio, when the Mor- 
gan interests, which are “friendly” to the Bell company, ac- 
quired control of the United States Independent (long dis- 
tance) company, the rates important centers 
very materially increased; for instance, the rate during competi- 
tion between Pittsburg and Cleveland was thirty-five cents, 
now it is seventy-five cents; formerly the United States com- 
pany gave reduced rates for night service, but under the Mor- 
gan ownership no such reductions are given. From Warren, 
Ohio, to Cleveland the Morgan rate is higher than the Bell 
rate. 

“FourtH.—Before the advent of the Independent telephone 
movement, the Bell rates were exorbitant, the service inade- 


between were 





OPERATIONS OF BELL TELEPHONE TRUST AND OFFERING TO AID DEPARTMENT 


The Bell company is particularly bold and outspoken in its plans, now actively under way, toward elimina- 
tion of competition, and argues that because it is subject to the control of the Interstate Commerce Commission 
and state public service commissions as to its rates of charge, it should be privileged to set up a nation-wide 
monopoly in the telephone business. 

I am satisfied, however, that I can furnish statistics to you which will prove conclusively that said commis- 
sions are powerless, under the law, to compel the Bell company, if given a monopoly, to furnish service as cheaply 
as locally organized and operated telephone companies can and will furnish such service in competition. If this 
is true, it seems to me the Sherman law should be invoked against large combinations of telephone companies, 
whereby a monopoly of the business is sought, notwithstanding the fact that the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion and several state public service commissions are authorized to regulate rates of charges. 

Each time the Bell company absorbs an Independent telephone company it invariably raises its rates of 
charges to the public from 50 per cent. to 100 per cent., and, as there are more than 30,000 Independent telephone 
company switchboards in the United States, giving service to more than 4,000,000 telephone subscribers at rates 
vastly less than those which could possibly be furnished by the Bell company under its plan of organization and 
methods of operation, immediate action should be taken to make it impossible by law for the Bell company to 
absorb these institutions into its organization. 

The telephone question is one of tremendous interest to this country, and vitally and directly affects more 
people than does any other subject under discussion in your department, and I trust you will soon organize an 
active inquiry into the methods of the Bell company, and its purposes. 

I shall be glad to furnish you with statistics and such other information as you may wish on this subject, 
and shall consider it a very great favor to be given an opportunity of personally presenting the Independent tele- 


phone side to you, and I trust I may hear from you with this end in view. 








“Seconp.—The fact that the Bell company directly and indi- 
rectly has acquired control of Independent and competing local 
and long distance companies in many states in the Union is 
common knowledge, and the purpose of such acquisitions and 
control is too obvious to require extensive argument or recita- 
tion of the circumstances. Yet the fact that after the acquisi- 
tion by the Bell of the Independent plant at Amsterdam, New 
York, the Independent system was dismantled and its sub- 
scribers were connected directly with the Bell, is a significant 
illustration of what we may expect if the Bell should acquire 
the Independent systems at Detroit, Grand Rapids, Kansas City, 
Cleveland and other points where negotiations of purchase are 
now pending or alleged to be pending. 

“Tuirp.—The methods of the Bell company in either entirely 
dismantling the Independent plants acquired by it in important 
centers of population, or in raising rates and otherwise operat- 
ing them in such a manner as to discredit the Independent 
movement, is of like common observation. By these methods 
the continuity of the Independent service is destroyed and 
resort by patrons to the use of the Bell system is compelled. 





quate, the number of telephone users, compared with the pres- 
ent day, small. Wherever telephone competition prevails the 
rate for long distance service has been reduced by from 40 
to 60 per cent. This accounts for the persistent efforts of the 
Bell in attempting to circumvent every possible movement of 
the Independents, not only in acquiring Independent plants, 
but also in purchasing manufacturing concerns supplying equip- 
ment to Independent companies. 

“The most flagrant instance of this character was the pur- 
chase by the Bell company of the control of the Kellogg Switch- 
board & Supply Co., of Chicago, the details of which and. of 
the compelled relinquishment are well known to every tele- 
phone man. 

“FirtH.—In 1907, the Bell company was about to acquire 
control of nearly all of the larger Independent telephone plants 
in New York state, and only the boldness of the attempt en- 
abled the Attorney General of that state to procure the neces- 
sary information upon which to institute injunction proceed- 
ings restraining the merger of the Bell and Independent com- 
panies. In this instance, a vice-president and other representa- 
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tives of the Bell freely admitted that it was the purpose of the 
Bell company to acquire the Independents. More recently the 
Bell 


companies in 


Independent 
Auburn and 


has again attempted 
New York 
Syracuse and other points. 

“SIXTH. 


to acquire numerous 
and has succeeded at 
The acquisition by the Bell company of the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Co. is another significant fact in the chain 
Bell 


company to get control of all electrical methods of communica- 


of circumstances showing it to be the purpose of the 


tion. 


“SrvENTH.—The evil results to the public, if the government 


should permit the comsummation of such illegal purposes, are 
incalculable. There are now more than twenty-three thousand 
Independent telephone companies in the United States. Indepen- 
dent plants are installed in practically all of the larger centers of 
population, excepting the cities of New York, Boston, Washing 
ton and Cincinnati. The stockholders of such Independent 
companies, generally speaking, are citizens of moderate means. 
They are the ones who have been largely instrumental in en- 
abling the Independent companies to extend telephone com- 
munication into the rural regions of the country where the 
Bell company for years had refused to extend its lines; to 
lower the local and long distance rates; to enlarge the number 
of telephone users; to improve the service and to rescue com- 
munities and individuals from the exactions of the telephone 
monopoly. To permit the Bell interests, to drive out and de- 
stroy competition which the Independents have succeeded in 
creating for the public benefit, would place the business inter- 
ests of the country at the mercy of a monopoly which touches 
almost every phase of modern industrial and individual ac- 
tivity. 

“IT am heartily in accord with the views expressed in your 
editorial in TELEPHONY and hope that every loyal Independent 
telephone man in the United States will lend a hand in the 
movement to bring about an investigation of these alleged il- 
legal acts.” 
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Denver Chamber of Commerce Considers Resolution to 
Force Bell to Apply for a Franchise. 

The Denver Chamber of Commerce is paving the way 

to force the Mountain States (Bell) Telephone & Telegraph 

Co. to apply for a franchise in Denver. 





A resolution di- 
rected toward that end has been drawn and will be con- 
sidered at several public hearings before being adopted. The 
resolution is as follows: 

Whereas, for about two years and one-half, the tele- 
phone company has been occupying the streets and al- 
leys of this city without any franchise or easement, 
and without the payment of any compensation whatever 
for the valuable privileges it enjoys, therefore, be it 

Resolved, by the Denver Chamber of Commerce, that 
we immediately take such steps as are necessary to 
see that the telephone company complies with the laws 
of the city and applies for a franchise, the same as 
other public utility corporations have done. 

The drawing of the resolution followed a statement by 
E. B. Field, Jr., of the telephone company in which he de- 
fended that corporat >n’s position in the matter of rates 
and its right to operate without a franchise. 





“Universal Service” Gets Jolt at Council Bluffs. 
The Iowa Bell has lost a point in an action brought by 
some of its subscribers in Council Bluffs to force the com- 


pany to give service to all subscribers over the lines of 
both companies and for a single charge. The Bell bought 
out the Independent concern there some time ago and has 
since been continuing the operation of both plants com- 
pelling patrons to pay for two telephones, without giving 
them such benefits as monopoly can give. About fifty sub- 
scribers sued and the company asked that either the cases 
be handled separately, or that all be dismissed except one. 
This request the court denied. 
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A. T. & T. Said Ready to Exchange its Stock or Cumber- 
land Bonds for Cumberland Stock. 

The Wall Street Journal, in what is apparently an authori- 
tative statement, gives this week the details of the coming 
absorption of the Cumberland (Bell) Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. by the A. T. & T. The statement is as follows: 

American Telephone & Telegraph Co. has accepted 
an offer made by James E. Caldwell, president of the 
Cumberland Telephone & Telegraph Co., to sell to 
American Telephone all his stock in the Cumberland 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. at 160 and accrued divi- 
dend in bonds of the Cumberland Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., said bonds to be a mortgage on the property 
to run for twenty-five years at 5 per cent. taken at par, 
with the option of taking American Telephone & Tele- 
graph stock par for par if preferred. The offer was 
conditioned upon the same terms being made to all 
stockholders of the Cumberland company. 

Stockholders of the Cumberland company 
posit their stock on or before December 18. 
will be dated January 1, 1912. The total issue will not 
exceed $15,000,000. They will be subject only to a prior 
mortgage securing bonds now outstanding amounting 
to $750,000. 

Depositing stockholders who wish to exchange their 
Cumberland stock for telephone stock will receive the 
latter on or before December 27, which will carry the 
dividend payable January 15. Those who elect to take 
bonds will receive equivalent of the January dividend 
on the Cumberland stock in cash on January 15. Ex- 
change may be made partly in stock and partly in 
bonds. 


may de- 
The bonds 


This is a most unusual offer and one which has not pre- 
viously been made in the acquisition of the minority stocks 
of any other subsidiaries. 





Port Townsend, Washington, Independent Meets Rumor of 
Sell-Out With Emphatic Denial. 

E. O. Munson, manager of the Citizens Independent 
Telephone Co., of Port Townsend, Wash., does not believe 
in letting rumors of pending sell-outs go unquestioned for 
long. He meets the issue promptly and effectively. <A 
rumor of .this nature affecting his company gained some 
circulation recently and he used a quarter page in the daily 
papers to 


silence it. His display advertisement, bearing 


the caption, “No Increase in Rates,” read as follows: 


We understand that there have been reports circu- 
lated around town that the Citizens Independent Tele- 
phone Co. was owned by the Sunset Telephone Co. 
and that our telephone rates were to be raised. This 
report is untrue in every sense of the word. 

The American Telephone & Telegraph Co., of which 
the Sunset Telephone Co. is a branch, does not own a 
single share of the stock of the Citizens Independent 
Telephone Co., and we have no intention of raising 
our rates. 

The citizens of Port Townsend will remember the 
Telephone conditions before the Citizens Independent 
Telephone Co. began operations here. Through our 
efforts the telephone rates have been greatly reduced 
and service improved. Our one aim is to furnish you 
with good telephone service at reasonable rates. We 
now have over six hundred subscribers and are adding 
new ones every day. If you wish to talk to your friends 
you must have an Independent telephone. 

We are soon to issue a new directory, and if you 
have not a telephone order one now, so that your name 
will appear in it. 

Our toll service over the North Western Long Dis- 
tance Telephone Company’s lines is unexcelled and 
connects with over 400 cities and towns in the states 
of Washington and Oregon. 

Help us fight the monopoly by using the Indepen- 
dent toll lines. Citizens Independent Telephone Co., 
Port Townsend, Washington, E. O. Munson, Manager. 


There is only one way in which to meet a situation lik« 
this, and that is the way employed by Mr. Munson. Rum- 
ors of this nature are continually arising. Many of the: 
have been traced to solicitors and employes of the con 
peting company. But prompt action should always follo. 








Illinois Tunnel Said to Plan Control of Inter-State 


Chicago Daily Paper Prints Article Forecasting Merger of Two Big Independent Plants, Which are Already Con- 
nected Physically—Confirmation of Story Not Obtainable—St. Louis Cennection Assured 
by December 1, Opening Another Tremendous Fie!d to Independents. 


According to an unconfirmed dispatch in the Chicago Tri- 
bune on Thursday, the Illinois Tunnel Co., which operates 
the Independent telephone system in Chicago, has decided to 


take over the Inter-State Independent Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., of Aurora. It further stated that the receiver- 


ships for both companies will be dissolved. 

The Inter-State, known, operates an extensive 
system of local and long distance lines throughout the state 
of Illinois and, through its wide connections with other In- 
dependent organizations, reaches a large territory. 

Some months ago an arrangement was perfected between 
the Illinois Tunnel Co. and the Inter-State, which accomplished 
the joining of the lines, giving Chicago Independent sub- 
scribers the much desired long distance connection with ter- 
ritory around the city, and opening Chicago to the Indepen- 
dents in that field. From time to time since then this field 
has been enlarged, as the new construction necessary to handle 
the Chicago business has been completed. 

An effort to confirm the Tribune story today (Thursday) 
has met with success. Fred A. Dolph, receiver of the 
Inter-State company, was out of the city, and C. O. Frisbie, 
president of the Illinois Tunnel Co., declined to comment. 


as is well 


no 


T 


he Tribune account of the 


New York and Chicago interests in the Chicago Sub- 
way Co. have decided to purchase the controlling 
interest in the stock of the Inter-State Independent Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. This will give Chicago, through 
the automatic telephone, Independent long distance con- 
nection with eight central states and will be the most for- 
midable competition the Bell company has ever had in 
this territory. The price to be paid for the Inter-State 
company’s stock is $8 a share upon the consummation of 
the deal and $20 a share two years hence, making a total 
of $28 for all the stock purchased. 

Until this deal was under way Inter-State telephone 
stock was kicking around LaSalle street at no price. 
Within the last few days there were quiet bids of $6 a 
share, this being based upon the initial payment of the 
purchase price. 

At the same time the control passes to the Chicago Sub- 
way crowd it is probable the bondholders’ protective 
committee, which now controls a majority of the out- 
standing bonds of the Inter-State company, will be dis- 
banded and the bonds returned to the individual owners. 

The receivership into which the company was thrown 
a few months ago by the bondholders and minority stock- 
holders will also be terminated. The bondholders who 

(Concluded on next page.) 


affair was, in full, as follows: 


New Corporation Will Take Over Continental Plants 


Properties Which Went Into Receivers’ Hands Following Failure of that Company, and Which Have Been 
Making Steady Gains Since, to be Included in New North American Telephone 
Telegraph Corporation—Plan Now Before Bondholders. 


As the first definite step toward the reorganization of 
the American Union Telephone Co. and the National Tele- 
phone Corporation, which latter includes the National 
Telephone companies, of Wheeling, the Pittsburgh & Al- 
legheny Telephone Co., of Pittsburgh, the West Virginia 
Western Telephone Co., of Parkersburg, W. Va., and many 
other smaller plants, the Telephone Investment Co. has 
been incorporated at Wilmington, Del., with a nominal 
capital stock of $100,000. 

The interests behind the Telephone Investment Co. are 
an English syndicate, of which John W. Garland, of Pitts- 
burgh, is the American representative. 

The plan involves the taking up of all present securi- 
ties by a new company and the elimination and wiping out 
of all of the present units. The new company is to issue 
first mortgage bonds, general mortgage bonds, preferred 
stock and common stock. 

The scheme has been under serious consideration by 
those interested for several months. The formal announce- 
ment, however, has just been made in the form of a cir- 
cular addressed to the bondholders of the companies in- 
volved. This may be briefly summarized as follows: 


It provides for the formation, under the laws of the 
state of Pennsylvania, of a new corporation, to be 
known as the North American Telephone & Telegraph 
Corporation, which shall acquire title, in the manner 
provided by law, to all the property, assets, franchises 
and good will of a large number of telephone com- 
panies which are mentioned in the circular; also to 
acquire by purchase or otherwise, the capital stock of 
res following corvorations: York State Telephone 
0.; Cumberland Valley Telephone Co., of Baltimore 
City American Union Telephone Co., of Virginia; 





and the American Union Telephone Co., of West Vir- 
ginia. 

The capitalization of the new proposed corporation 
is to be as follows: First mortgage 50-year 5 per 
cent. bonds, $12,000,000; general mortgage 50-year 5 
per cent. bonds, $10,500,000; $10,000,000 5 per cent. 
non-cumulative preferred stock and $2,500,000 common 
stock. 

The first mortgage bonds are to be sold to net the 
corporation 80 per cent. of par value in cash, the pro- 
ceeds to be used as follows: (1) Fer purchase of 
underlying companies’ bonds and stocks; (2) for pay- 
ment of all secured floating debt of the acquired com- 
panies; (3) for payment of all receivers’ obligations, 
receivers’ expenses, attorneys’ fees, and accrued inter- 
est on bonds; (4) for expenses of organization of the 
new corporation, and (5) to leave in the treasury as 
working capital not less than $3,000,000. 

The net income of the properties to be acquired will 
exceed the interest upon the first and general mort- 
gage bonds to be issued. 

The Telephone Investment Co. offers to holders of 
bonds of the constituent companies the right to ex- 
change such bonds for securities of the new corpora- 
tion on condition that sufficient amount of the: bonds 
of the various companies shall be lodged with the des- 
ignated depositors for exchange on or before Novem- 
ber 30, 1911, and due notice of such deposit be given 
to the Telephone Investment Co. 

The proposal shall become null and void unless the 
Telephone Investment Co. shall, within forty days 
after December 12, 1911, deliver to the acceptor or his 
assigns, the securities specified. 


The companies which it is now proposed to rehabilitate 


and place solidly on their feet are those which becime 


involved through the operations of the Continental Tele- 


phone & Telegraph Co. some two years ago. 
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(Continued from previous page.) 

have become acquainted with negotiations were greatly 

pleased to learn of the change of ownership. The Inter- 

State company borrowed sufficient money to pay interest 

on all the bonds except those held by the protective 

committee. 

The Inter-State company has outstanding $2,200,000 
bonds and $2,200,000 stock. The management met with 
a great deal of difficulty in floating its securities and to 
help do this paid 4 per cent. on its capital up to 1907. 

But the important fact in the change of ownership will 
mean the assurance to Chicago telephone users of com- 
petition in long distance business. The Inter-State com- 
pany itself has thirty-three exchanges and 1,450 miles of 
pole lines in northern Illinois. Among the larger towns 
reached are: Aurora, Joliet, Elgin, Springfield and Ster- 
ling. These connections, however, are only the means of 
entering a much larger field, for the Inter-State has an 
agreement with the Kinlock Long Distance company, 
which has connections with the larger towns in Illinois, 
Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska 
and Iowa. 

For some time past there has been quiet buying of the 
bonds of the Inter-State company, presumably in the in- 
terest of the American Telephone & Telegraph Co., which 
controls the Bell system in Chicago and throughout the 
country. But through purchase of the control of the stock 
by responsible interests, and these include the Harriman 
estate, of New York, and J. Ogden Armour, of Chicago, 
the interest on the bonds will be paid and they will lose 
their strategic position as a means of securing control 
through foreclosure of the company. 

It is understood that the decision to buy the Inter-State 
company was finally reached within the last two days. 

Under the receivers’ management both Illinois Tunnel 

and Inter-State have made remarkable advancement. With 
the receiverships abolished and the two companies joined un- 
der one management and amply financed, telephone com- 
petition in the great Middle West will assume a stronger and 
more aggressive form than at any time in the history of the 
industry. 

Connection with the lines of the Kinloch Telephone Co., at 
St. Louis, is assured about the first of December, when the 
tremendous field covered by the long distance system of that 
company will be added to the already extensive territory now 
available to Chicago Independents. 

The reorganization of the Chicago Subway Co. and the 
Illinois Tunnel Co. is making satisfactory progress. There 
has been rather large buying of Subway bonds this week. It 
is gradually becoming believed that the tunnels and the auto- 
matic telephone have reached the turning point. Even the 
tunnels are understood to be doing fairly well and the auto- 
matic telephone is already earning all fixed charges under 
the reorganization plan. 


A. T. & T. Lists Additional Stock at Philadelphia. 


There has been placed on the regular list at the Phila- 
delphia Stock Exchange $37,678,500 additional capital stock 
of the American Telephone & Telegraph Co., issued as 
follows: $178,500 in exchange for $226,000 convertible bonds 
of the company, cancelled, and $37,500,000, being part of 
$55,086,500 offered in circular letter, dated June 30, 1911, 
to stockholders. This makes the total amount of capital 
stock of the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. listed 
at this date $313,788,100 and reduces the amount of con- 
vertible bonds of the company outstanding $21,648,000. 





Spokane Independent Handsomely Represented in Parades. 

The Interstate Consolidated (Independent) Telephone 
Co., of Spokane, Wash., has made elaborate preparations 
for the industrial celebration going on there. Byron E. 
Cooney, director of publicity for the corporation, secured 
the largest automobile truck in the city and mounted on it 
a complete automatic exchange. 
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Japan Proposes to Double Telephone Equipment Within 
Next Six Years—Growth Is Rapid. 

A report from Consul General Thomas Sammons, sta- 
tioned at Yokohama, on the telephone situation in Japan, 
states that although the telephone business is increasing 
rapidly, it is the intention of the authorities to double the 
present equipment inside of the next six years. 

Mr. Sammons says the telephone business of Japan is 
in charge of the Imperial Japanese government, and there 
are no private commercial lines. The rapid increase in the 
number of subscribers is shown by the following figures: 

43,266 

58,626 

. 78,517 

.2+-. «102,626 
126,720 


“As a rule,” says the consul general, “the requirements 
c{ the Japanese government result in bids being invited, 
but in some cases the companies whose products will be 
accepted are named. The present telephone equipment, 
while giving nominal satisfaction, is a matter of fact, utter- 
ly inadequate in many instances. To secure a new tele- 
phone in Yokohama much annoying delay is met with. An 
applicant must wait for months before having his request 
attended to. As a result, high prices are frequently paid 
for a telephone connection when a subscriber is ready to 
part with its use. 

“There are no towns in Japan of over 10,000 population 
that do not have a telephone service. Five American elec- 
trical equipment houses have representations in this dis- 
trict. Large quantities of electrical equipment are now 
manufactured in Japan through the enterprise of Ameri- 
cans in connection with Japanese capital and labor.” 





Interstate Consolidated Adds New Exchanges to System. 

Three more exchanges have been recently added to the 
system or connections of the Interstate Consolidated Tele- 
phone Co., of Spokane, Wash. These are Newport, Wash.; 
Plummer, Idaho, and Opportunity, Wash. The Newport 
exchange was purchased outright from R. S. Anderson, 
the owner. It has about 500 telephones. Plummer is a 
new exchange, owned by local people. It begins opera- 
tions with about 100 telephones in service, although it is 
equipped for 200. Opportunity was added to the connec- 
tions of the Interstate Limited, one of the constituent con- 
cerns of the Consolidated. Its lines reach several adjoin- 
ing towns. 





Western Union to Spend $3,000,000 for New York Office. 

It is announced that the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany’s building at Broadway and Dey street, New York 
City, is to be torn down and a twenty-six story structure 
erected on the site within the next two years. The approxi- 
mate cost is said to be $3,000,000. The present building was 
built in 1872. 





Kansas Independent to Use Railroad Lines. 

An arrangement has just been perfected whereby the 
Scott City Telephone Co., Scott, Kans., will use the tele- 
graph line along the right of way of the new Garden City, 
Gulf & Northern Railroad from Scott to Winona, for tele- 
phone purposes. This was proposed by the Scott City com- 
pany and approved by the Public Utilities Commission. 





May Reassume Connections with Johnstown. 

It is probable that, in the near future, connections will 
be re-established between the Johnstown (Pa.) Telephone 
Co. and the Windber Telephone Co. These connections 
were broken off abruptly some months ago. 








A Financial Joke 


The Kansas City Merger—Money Flowing Like Water— Some Questionable Practice 
By J. C. Kelsey 


For years, Wall Street has had drilled into its brains 
that Independent telephone companies were always fail- 
ures; that no real telephone success could be possible with- 
out the divine trade-mark of the Bell; that no telephone 
property could withstand the terrors of nature, and de- 
preciation was the curse of curses. 


In 1903, the Kansas City Home Telephone Co. started 
life. It sold practically $3,000,000 worth of bonds, which 
built the plant, and issued as stock an identical amount. 


Were the Bell Press dope correct, we should have had a 
foreclosure by this time. But no, conditions are re- 
versed. 


In 1903, the Missouri & Kansas Telephone Co. was a 
Bell marvel. It had no debt, and was‘counted as the 
choice stock of the city. 


As time went on, the Kansas City Home service grew 
into popularity, while the Bell service was practically con- 
fined to retained lawyers. Lawyers not retained for legal 
services, but for political favors. 

Bell stock declined and Home stock gained. “Count 
ten before you invest in Home stock.” So said Roger 
Babson. 


Now for Home stock. It pays a regular dividend. It 
provided for depreciation. The Bell stock, so highly rec- 
ommended by responsible bankers, stopped its dividends 
long ago, and it never put one dollar into a depreciation 
fund. 

Home Telephone stock, once water, began to show class 
early. It rose to over $100 a share, showing a profit to 
the promoters of practically $3,000,000 in eight years’ 
time. 

One hundred per cent. in eight years, besides the regu- 
lar dividends, above bond interest, is certainly an achieve- 
ment worthy of a supposed-to-be-infallible New York bond 
house. 


Now for the merger matter. It seems that in the fall 
of 1910, a group of Independent telephone men conceived 
the idea of agreeing upon interconnection with the Bell 
lines, before the law compelled it. 


Nearly forty Independent companies sat in council at 
Chicago. They met Theodore Vail and other Bell lights 
at this meeting. j 

It was here that this divine chief of wires said that com- 
petition had cost hundreds of millions, and that the pub- 
lic would have to pay it back, because they had demanded 
this costly competition. 
never been 


Why competition should be costly has 


stated. 


A committee of seven was appointed. One Kansas City 
man, of the Home company, was on that committee. A 
truce was declared. 

Theodore Vail solemnly promised that no plants were 
to be bought by the Bell during the conferences between 
them and the committee of seven. 





Even Indians have been known to respect a flag of 
truce. But Bell and Kansas City Home did not. They 
got busy right away. Bell offered $75 for Kansas City 
Home stock. Home demanded $150. Bell finally agreed 
to pay $125. 


Here is the joke. The Kansas City Home Telephone 
Co. earned $3,750,000 for its promoters. 
Wall Street had better take notice. 
bad. Let them investigate Kansas City. 
It was a profitable deal—to the promoters. 


Business has been 


This deal is alleged to have taken place on or about 
January 30, 1911. 


Now note the fine Italian hand of the Bell. It certainly 
was smooth (?) work. 

An innocent ordinance was introduced before the Kan- 
sas City council, calling for connection between the Bell 
and Home companies. 

This was rejected, as Kansas City could not legally com- 
pel it, because Bell came under interstate control. You 
will notice how the Bell always is responsible to some 
one far away. 

Further, interconnection was too expensive, and it should 
be done under one management. 

With this cue, some Bell man in the council suggested 
that a merger was the thing. Kansas City was made to 
appear as suggesting this merger. That is the first decep- 
tion. 


The next deception practiced upon Kansas City was that 
it would take the Bell four or five months to get options 
upon the stock. 

This was the first intimation that there was any option 
at all. 

Imagine the cruel and terrible difficulty in getting op- 
tions when everybody was willing. 


If the option does exist, is it not funny that the Bell 
company furnishes specifications to architects for building 
wiring for both Bell and Home companies? 

Architects will tell you that it was once a difficult job 
to get both companies to agreed on building wiring. 


If I had an option on your house until December 30, 
would you let me come in and change the wall-paper and 
furnace before I put up the money? Hardly! 


If there is an option upon the Kansas City Home, it is 
a funny one. Why not ask Mr. Gleed to produce the 
option? And I will predict here that there will be little 
difficulty in extending this alleged option, month to month, 
until doomsday! 


After the city was made to appear as suggesting a 
merger, the Public Utilities Commission was also made 
to appear as suggesting a canvass. 

A canvass was made by the Bell company, and signers 
did not know what the petition really meant. 


To help carry out this option bluff, it was made known 
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that the consent o/ four groups had to be given by Novem- 
ber 15. 

Ist. The Kansas City Home stockholders. 

2nd. The Missouri & Kansas stockholders. 

3rd. The financiers. 

4th. The mayor and council. 

As $125 a share was top notch for Kansas City Home, 
it looks improbable that any consent would be needed 
from Home stockholders at this price. 


The stockholders of the Missouri & Kansas Telephone 
Co. never have been consulted. Nor has any other bunch 
of Bell minority stockholders. 

To my mind, this statement is most absurd. Even Bell 
minority directors are usually dummies. And they are 
dumb, too! rm ee 


4 


The financiers, of course, are the “easy money” Bell 


crowd in New York. 


The softness of the Bell crowd is well known. 

They will buy any Independent plant at high prices, 
but they have never yet given a minority stockholder a 
bargain, nor even a half chance nor hope. 

For years, this great blustering Bell braggart has had 
every one bluffed. It is time to call him! 


Now here is the real issue before Kansas City. If the 
people. vote this merger, they’ compel the Public Utilities 
Commission to grant new rates in five years, based upon 
the following capitalization: 

Kansas City Home bonds, average, $3,000,000. 

The Kansas City Home stock at $125 will add $3,750,000. 

The Bell crowd say it will cost $2,000,000 to make the 
merger physically effective. 

Coupling these figures of $8,750,000 to the present capi- 
talization of Bell, will make Kansas City carry a burden 
of $15,000,000. 


They expect to have 40,000 stations under the merger. 
To pay 6 per cent. on $15,000,000 requires $900,000. De- 
preciation at $4 will add $160,000, or making a fixed charge 
of $1,060,000. 

As Bell extravagance calls for 66 2-3 per cent. operat- 
ing expense, or more, this necessarily makes a gross earn- 
ing of practically $3,000,000 annually. This means $75 per 
station. 


We all know that no community will pay that much. 
Even New York Telephone does not average more than 
$50. 


It means that Kansas City, under the merger condi- 
tions such as the Bell really asks, will not have 10,000 
telephones. The cost will be prohibitive. 


It is hard to believe that the hard-headed citizens of 
this great city will be the butt of a great financial joke. 


A fool and his money soon part. 

The Bell company has parted with a great deal of money 
at Kansas City Why should the people of that city pay 
it back? 


Kansas City has to decide for herself, whether the in- 
creased cost of telephony living is to be her own fault. 


The telephone condition reminds one of the following: 
Suppose there were two meat shops in Kansas City. One 
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sold high-priced meat to the wealthy classes, and the 
other sold low-priced meat to the people of lesser afflu- 
ence. 

One can afford sirloin; the other can but afford round- 
steak. 

Suppose they merge. If both grades of meat are sold, 
all is well. 


Suppose, at the end of two years, that they decide to 
sell no more cheap meat. The workingman appeals to 
the Public Utilities Commission for relief. 

The commission summons the meat company. 
company shows that meat 
twenty-eight cents. 

The commission cannot confiscate the property of the 
meat concern, so they O. K. the high-priced meat, because 
their power is limited to the mere investigation of cost. 

The only relief that the people of Kansas City could 
get would be possibly to establish a municipal meat market 
and handle the cheap meat—or invite private competition 
once more. 


The meat 


invoices proving cost them 


Today, Kansas City faces a situation which calls for the 
destruction of the Kansas City Home plant in two years, 
and in five years for a new rate. 

Surely the citizens can see that the local or home-owned 
concern has been the most economical! It has made money 
at the prevailing prices. 

The Bell company failed miserably, first in its duty to 
the public, and second in its own financial behavior. 

It is entirely irresponsible, nor is it on a self-sustaining 
basis. 


Yet the Bell is asking Kansas City to overlook its in- 
competence and its past failures, and give it another 
chance. 

Repentance and forgiveness are charming virtues, but 
in this case some caution should be used. 


Will Kansas City people suffer themselves to be the 


butt of this awful joke? I hardly believe it! 

Surely they remember the Garner case in 1903, when 
the Bell company sneeringly reminded the city in the 
courts, that they had no voice in the telephone rates. 


Why does not the Bell go to the legislature for the 
higher rates? The city has nothing to do with it. 


It can 
It can 


But there is one thing that Kansas City can do. 
appeal to the Interstate Commerce Commission. 
compel connections between the two companies. 


Of course, there will be a fight. The Bell company only 
approves of commissions when they decide the Bell way. 


If there ever was a concern which will have a hard time 
in the future to reconcile its foolishness, it is the Bell 
concern. 

Even if the people of Kansas City are foolish enough 
to fall into the trap set for them, the final joke will be on 
the Bell. It will be torn to pieces eventually. . 

It is not competent to handle such a delicate situation 
as will exist in Kansas City. 


Let not Kansas City people think that the Gleed broth- 
ers and others will be permanent fixtures. 

When these men do their work, the New York gang will 
do the rest. And Kansas City will dance, too. 

One of the Bell ideas is to restrict voting to subscribers. 
Every man, woman and child in Kansas City is a pros- 





November 25, 1911. 
pective subscriber. I very home needs a telephone. Each 
home will have one if the price is not raised. 


Kansas City should guarantee to its people that they 
could have selective four-party service for $18 a year. 


Any rate-talk of the Bell people is founded on past ex- 
travagance. 
where there is competition—then they give service away. 


They cannot conceive, of an $18 rate except 
- 


It has been predicted by different state railway commis- 
sioners that the Bell company will yet be glad to give up 
its policy of universalism. 

Universalism is a toll or 
should the local subscriber pay for it? 
him to do so. 

If the Bell had free universal toll 
claim for higher rates might be justified. 


matter. Why 
Bell asks 


long distance 
Yet the 
their 


service, then 


Let Kansas City understand these points. <A local or 
home company does not pay 4% per cent. of its gross in- 
come to a parent company. It can buy in the open market, 
and can get superior goods. It can use its toll revenue 
for its own purpose. 





Bell companies lose practically all of their toll revenue 
to the parent Bell company. Bell companies are merciless- 
ly mismanaged by the relatives of some of the parent 
officials. 

The Bell company is honeycombed with 
cursed with extravagance. 

Long immunity from punishment for its financiai and 
legal crimes has made it reckless. 


nepotism, it is 


Will Kansas City try to maintain home industry, or 
send its money away from home? 

The whole situatic 1 is an economic one. Will Kansas 
City realize it, or supinely surrender its rights? 

It has a home company, with fifteen years’ franchise 
life left. Let that go to the end. 


Fifteen years from now, telephone service will be done 
by machinery, and accomplished so cheaply that the people 
will wonder why they tolerated the antiquated Bell insti- 
tution so long. 

If people think they are in the competition frying-pan 
now, we can but wait and enjoy their suffering in the 
monopoly fire! 


MORAL: After the merger comes the deluge! 





Southern Bell Raise Opposed in Alabama Town. 

The Cullman, Ala., Commercial Club is taking steps to 
prevent the Southern Bell Telephone Co. from putting 
into effect a proposed raise in rates. At a recent mass 
meeting a petition was signed by a large number of busi- 
ness men. This will be presented to the Bell company, 
and, if not acted upon, further action will be taken. It was 
proposed to form an Independent company, but no definite 
move along that line will be made until it is ascertained 
what the Southern Bell proposes to do. 





Bell Directors Refuse to Buy from Western Electric. 

The latest move of the insurgent minority directors of 
the Bell Telephone Co. of Missouri is to refuse to pur- 
chase equipment and supplies from the Western Electric 
Co., the manufacturing branch of the Bell system. They 
claim that the contracts between their company and the 
Western Electric are unfair to the former. 
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Petition of Indianapolis Company to Delay Purchase of 
New Board Looks Like Pending Merger. 

That the Indianapolis Telephone Co., a Morgan property, 
favors a merger with the Central Union Bell, is indicated 
by a petition filed with the board of public works request- 
ing that the extension of time be granted for complying 
with a provision of its amended franchise that requires 
a total expenditure of $500,000 for a new exchange building, 
and other improvements by March 2, 1912. The request 
states that there has been no definite determination of 
whether it is the desire of the people of Indianapolis that 
there shall be a single system in that city. 

The petition says that the franchise granted jointly to 
the New and Indianapolis telephone companies, approved 
March 2, 1909, requires the expenditure within three years 
of $500,000 for the purchase of a new switch board and for 
other improvements, at least one-half of which amount 
was to be expended within eighteen months from the date 
of approval; and that the company has expended the sum 
of $322,143 and further sums recently. 

The company declares that it is still continuing to render 
residence telephone service under the old rates, which are 
alleged to be lower than in any other city of like popula- 
tion and virtually below the actual cost of the service, in- 
stead of putting into effect the new rates granted in the 
amended franchise that this has resulted in a saving to the 
people of more in the aggregate than the cost of a new 
switchboard, and justifies the extension asked. 

The board of public works has set December 6, for a 
public hearing on the petition. While there is no evidence 
of negotiations pending between the two companies for a 
consolidation, the fact that J. P. Morgan was in the city 
last week and that the petition followed so soon is regarded 
as significant. 





Pacific Bell, Forced by Competition to Listen to Associa- 
tions, Cuts Sacramento Toll Rate. 

The Pacific (Bell) Telephone & Telegraph Co. has an- 
nounced the inauguration, by January 1, of a reduction in 
the long distance rates between Sacramento and San Fran- 
cisco from forty cents a minute to fifteen cents. 

This material reduction is ascribed by the Sacramento 
press to the activities of the Retail Merchants’ Associa- 
tion and the Merchants’ and Manufacturers’ Traffic 
ciation, and to meet the competition of the Postal Tele- 
graph Co., which gives telephone service to San Fran- 
cisco of twenty-five cents for five minutes. 

It is a safe conclusion that the associations, however 
well directed their efforts, would never have accomplished 
the reduction had it not been for the competing service. 


Asso- 





Business Men Resist Proposed Kansas City Merger. 

Kansas City business men in all lines in a hearing on 
the proposed telephone merger measure buffeted it about 
the upper house council chamber until it was in a very 
battered condition, says a dispatch from that city. Many 
of them declared against a telephone merger under any and 
all conditions. One speaker said that electric light com- 
pany, the street car company and the gas company were 
sterling examples of municipal control and they wanted 
no more. Officers of the Retail Grocers Association protested 
against any kind of a merger. 





Council to Oppose “Nickel First” Telephones. 
Immediate action will probably be taken by the Chicago 
city council.committee on gas, oil and electric light in re- 
gard to the “nickel first’ telephones now being installed 
by the Chicago (Bell) Telephone Co. Violent opposition 
has arisen to these telephones, which require the deposit- 
ing of the coin or slug before the operator can be reached. 


Canadian Association Favors Government Toll Lines 


In Convention at Toronto, Independents Adopt Resolution Endorsing Government Construction and Ownership of 
Long Distance Lines—Object to Bell Contract Form for Interconnection and Ask for 
Hearing at Which to Enter Protest Against It 


The most notable features of the sixth annual convention 
of the Canadian Independent Telephone Association, just 
held at Toronto, Ont., were the adoption of resolutions 
favoring government ownership of long distance telephone 
lines; and expressing disapproval of the proposed agree- 
ment for connection of the Bell Telephone Company’s 
system with other systems, as prepared by the Bell 
pany and submitted to the Dominion 
Commissioners. 

The resolution 
follows: 


com- 
Board of Railway 
distance lines was as 


bearing on long 


Rrso._vep, That we memorialize the Ontario government 
to undertake the purchase of the construction of long dis- 
tance telephone lines, believing that universal connec- 
tion is in the interests of the public, and that govern- 
ment ownership of long distance lines will be the only 
satisfactory solution of the telephone situation; that 
the government be petitioned asking that the law con- 
trolling the telephone situation, as far as the Dominion 
Board is concerned, be so amended that orders may 
be made by the commission which may effect the con- 
struction of Independent systems for local, as well as 
long distance, service. : 

The resolution dealing with the Bell Telephone Company’s 
proposed agreement was as below: 

Resotvep, That the agreement, as submitted by the 
Bell Telephone Co. to the Dominion Railway Munici- 
pal Board does not meet with the approval of this 
convention; that the secretary of this association be 
instructed to notify the secretary of the board that the 
agreement is not satisfactory to this association, and 
to ask that the hearing be postponed until some time 
next year, and that the case be heard in Toronto; that 
a committee be appointed to prepare a counter agree- 
ment, the same to be presented to the board at the 
hearing of the case. 


The case has been set down for hearing at Ottawa in 
December. Chief among the objections raised by the In- 
dependents is the provision that they shall pay the Bell 
for messages originating with that company transferred 
to the lines of Independent companies, while the Indepen- 
dents have to handle messages originating on their lines 
for the Bell lines free. The Independents claim that they 
send two or three times as many messages to the Bell as 
the Bell sends them, and that the Bell alone profits by the 
exchange of business. 

The president, Dr. W. Doan, of Harrietsville, Ont.. 
presided at the meetings of the association. The city’s wel- 
come to the delegates was expressed by Mayor G. Reginald 
Geary, K. C., and was responded to on behalf of the associa- 
tion by Col. T. R. Mayberry, of Ingersoll, M. P. P. for South 
Oxford. 

In his address Dr. Doan stated that, according to the latest 
returns available, there are 340 telephone systems reported in 
Ontario, of which number less than a hundred are incorporated. 
This led him to think that the subject of incorporation had not 
received due consideration by the owners of rural telephone 
systems. 

He mentioned, among conditions necessary to secure char- 
ters of incorporation in Ontario, the following; A certified copy 
of bylaws for each municipality in which it is .proposed to 
operate, granting permission to erect poles and wires along 
the highways, must accompany application for incorporation: 
at least 60 per cent. of the proposed capital must be subscribed 
or underwritten; the incorporation fee is placed at $25. 
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Dr. Doan proceeded to speak of the question of physical 
connection of telephone lines and systems. He held that a 
general ruling was desirable from the Dominion Board, cov- 
ering the points of contention as raised in former agreements 
with the Bell; He declared that the technical difficulties of 
physical connection today were practically eliminated, and that, 
under satisfactory commission control, unity of system would 
not mean monopoly of control in any way. 

“The stability of our investments and the permanence of 
our cause,” said Dr. Doan in part, “demand the adoption of 
standard construction and equipment throughout the Indepen- 
dent telephone field. The credit of telephone companies today 
is higher than ever before: they pay their bills more promptly, 
and earn on an average from 20 to 25 per cent. of their gross 
capital annually. Competition is the most effective way to 
curb a would-be monopoly. The purpose of telephone operat-- 
ing, whether Bell or Independent, should be identical; the 
methods of operating telephone systems are similar, their in- 
terests should be mutual, and success interdependent. Com- 
peition is essential, but in the telephone business the bitter 
warfare of contending factions must cease, if there is to be 
any hope for either faction.” 

Several papers were read and discussed and matters of 
general interest were treated in an informal manner. 

The president, W. Doan, M. D., of Harrietsville, was re- 
elected to office, as was also the secretary, and treasurer Fran- 
cis Dagger, of Toronto. The other officers elected were as 
follows: vice-president, C. Skinner, Sherbrooke, Que.; vice- 
president, G. W. Jones, Clarke, Ont. The executive committee 
consisted of P. R. Craven, New Liskeard; A. Hoover, Green 
River; S. L. Squire, Waterford; F. S. Scott, Brussels; T. G. 
Ramshaw, Milton; George Taylor, Blenheim; F. W. James, 
Bridgeburg; W. S. Ormiston, Uxbridge; M. A. Gee, Selkirk; 
H. Sneath, Woodstock; T. R. Mayberry, M. P. P., Ingersoll. 

The annual membership fee in the association was changed 
from 5 cents per telephone flat to the following graded scale: 
Companies having fifty telephones or less, $2.50; more than 
fifty and up to 200, $5; more than 200 and up to 500, $10; more 
than 500, $15. 





Indiana Independent Shows Gratifying Growth for Fiscal 
Year—Financial Condition Satisfactory. 

At the recent annual meeting of the stockholders of the 
Farmers’ Mutual Telephone Co. of Whitley County, held 
at Columbia City, Ind., it was reported that a total of 
1,625 telephones are now in service. This represents a 
net gain of seventy for the year, which is regarded as a 
very gratifying record. It was also announced that the 
company would have toll connections within a short time. 

The distribution of the company’s telephones is as fol- 
lows: Laud, 265; South Whitley, 390; Larwifl, 225; Etna, 
122: Columbia City, 723. The system comprises 250 miles 
of poles, 1,050 miles of wire, over 4,000 feet of underground 
wire and 1,500 feet of aerial cable. 

A favorable financial statement was shown, the company 
having at the close of its fiscal year a net cash balance of 
$1,262, after meeting all obligations. Officers and directors 
elected for the ensuing year were: President, Albert Busch; 
secretary, Joseph Blain; treasurer, W. H. Carter; Thomas 
Jellison, Isaac Humbarger, Irvin Krider, E. E. Rindfuez, 
Eugene Chavey, J. M. Kauffman and Jesse Miller. R. R. 
Scott is manager. 





Alleges Specific Violations 


Postal Telegraph-Cable Co., in Official Bulletin, Declares that Combining of Offices of Western Union and Bell, 
Now Going Rapidly Forward, Completely Eliminates Competition Between those 
Systems—Shows them to be Natural Competitors 


In the November issue of The Postal Telegraph, the of- 
ficial bulletin of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Co., the fact 
that competition naturally exists between the telephone 
and the telegraph is clearly demonstrated. It is further 
pointed out that the merging of the offices of the Western 
Union Telegraph Co. and of the Bell telephone companies 
in various cities and towns, which process is rapidly go- 
ing on, is the final step in the complete elimination of com- 
petition between the two systems. The article, printed 
under the caption, “Does the Sherman Act Allow This?” 
is as follows: 

“The telegraph and telephone are natural competitors. 
Formerly the telegraph company had a very large local 
business, as for instance, between lower New York and 
Harlem and between very large cities and adjoining towns 
within a radius of twenty-five miles. When the telephone 
came along it took practically all of that business away from 
the telegraph companies. So also for farther distances the 
long distance telephone has taken an immense quantity of 
business away from the telegraph companies. They are 
natural competitors and actual competitors, each trying to 
get business away from the other. 

“Very recently the night lettergram has taken away from 
the telephone a large quantity of long distance business. 
The statement that the telegraph and telephone are sup- 
plementary is false and misleading. The telephone is use- 
ful to the telegraph to deliver messages, just as the mes- 
senger boy and call box system are useful, but essentially 
and fundamentally and in the actual transaction of the 
great business of transmitting intelligence in the United 
States, the telegraph and telephone have been competitors 
and are still competitors, so far at least as the telephone 
company has not absorbed the telegraph companies. 

“Now comes a new phase of the subject. Recently the 
Bell Telephone and Western Union, having practically 
combined and thus eliminated the natural competition be- 
tween the telegraph and telephone, so far as those com- 
panies are concerned, now contemplate absolutely wiping 
out all competition whatsoever in hundreds and perhaps 
thousands of small towns in the United States. By an an- 
nouncement made in September, 1911, the Western Union 
telegraph offices and Bell telephone offices in these small 
towns are to be united into one office to be called joint 
offices; in other words, there is to be an elimination of com- 
petition between these offices. The announcement states 
that it is for the ‘greater accommodation of the public.’ 
The public will find that it is for the building up of a 
monopoly of two competing kinds of service. 

“Does the Sherman anti-trust act of Congress permit 
this sort of combination? There is no concealment about 
it. It is openly announced and is being carried out, and 
already nearly one hundred medium sized towns in New 
England have found all competition between these two 
companies entirely eliminated and, in fact, the two offices 
united into one office. Even so large a city as Augusta, 
Me., the capital of the state, has been subjected to this 
elimination process. The Western Union manager has 
been transferred to another city. 

“The announcement divides the offices into four classes 
called Class 1, Class 2, Class 3 and Class A. Class 1 is 
where the telegraph office is ciosed and the telephone office 
does both classes of business. That is to be in the large 








of Sherman Act by Bell 


towns and villages where the telegraph operator is needed 
separately from the telephone operator, but this telegraph 
operator is to be an employe of the telephone company 
and not of the telegraph company. Class 2 is where the 
offices are united in a town but no telegraph operator is 
employed at all, the entire business being done by tele- 
phone. Class 3 is practically the same as Class 2 except 
that it applies to toll stations. Class A applies to public 
pay stations. 

“If this is not eliminating competition in practically the 
same service to the public, and uniting competing offices 
and equipment, with the result that there is but one office 
and one service where formeriy there were two offices and 
two services practically competing for public business, 
then it is difficult to imagine what it should be called. If 
the two kinds of service are not in competition, how does 
one office now manage to give both classes of service and 
to telephone instead of telegraphing the telegrams? 

“The Sherman anti-trust act, of July 2, 1890, would seem 
to apply directly to this latest development of the combi- 
nation made two years ago of the Bell Telephone and 
Western Union Telegraph companies. It is this latest de- 
velopment only, however, which exhibits plainly, unequiv- 
ocally and in all its bare aspects the absolute elimination 
of all competition in town after town. 

“President Taft in a speech at Detroit, on September 18, 
said: ‘I think it is not departing from the declaration of 
the court to say that they find any contract in restraint of 
trade, made for the purpose of excluding competition, con- 
trolling prices, or of maintaining a monopoly, in part or 
in whole, is contrary to the statute and is subject to in- 
junction and indictment under this statute in the federal 
courts where it affects inter-state trade.’ 

“In speaking of recent decisions, the president said: ‘It 
needed these two great decisions to teach the business 
public that at least not in the supreme tribunal of this 
country would the claim be listened to, that in this day 
and generation we have passed beyond the possibility of 
free competition as consistent with proper business growth, 
or that we have reached a time when only regulated mon- 
opoly and the fixing of prices by governmental authority 
are consistent with future progress. 

‘We did get along with competition; we can get along 
with it. We did get along without monopoly; we can get 
along without it; and the business men of this country 
must square themselves to that necessity.’ 


“At Newcastle, Wyoming, on October 20, 1911, President 
Taft said: ‘The truth is that the supreme court has de- 
cided that competition is that which Congress in passing 
the law sought to establish, and that it sought to prevent 
those combinations and conspiracies against free compe- 
tition which affected interstate trade. Now the prosecu- 
tion of these great combinations that have been engaged 
in trying to prevent that competition must go on until 
either the law is repealed or the law is so enforced that 
no combination shall exist which shall be able to prevent 
competition and establish a monopoly, and that is the 
policy which the administration had adopted and intends 
to carry out.’ 

In view of the recent combination of the Western 
Union Telegraph Co., with the two British submarine ca- 
ble companies in the Atlantic—the Anglo-American and 
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Direct; and in view of the recent combination of the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Co. and the Postal Telegraph-Cable 
Co. of Texas; and in view of the closing of many Western 
Union offices as described above, these words of the pres- 
ident have significant force.” 

Missouri & Kansas Bell Makes Claim of Connection Which 
is Promptly Denied by Kansas City Company. 
Some peculiar methods are in vogue in the telephone 
business. One slightly out qf the ordinary was employed 
recently at Independence, Kans. The Missouri & Kansas 
company inserted a display advertisement in the local paper 
there stating: “The Montgomery Home Telephone Co. 
has an arrangement whereby its system is connected with 
that of the Missouri & Kansas (Bell) Telephone Co. for 
long distance service. It is thus enabled to afford its pat- 

rons the use of this vast system,” etc. 
Later the following advertisement was inserted by the 
Kansas City Long Distance Telephone Co. 





DENIAL. 


To the subscribers and patrons of the Kansas City 
Long Distance Telephone Co., Independence, Kansas: 

On November 11, 1911, there appeared in the Inde- 
pendence Daily Reporter an advertisement of the Mis- 
souri & Kansas (Bell) Telephone Co. stating that the 
Montgomery Home Telephone Co. has an arrangement 
whereby its system is connected with that of the Mis- 
souri & Kansas (Bell) Telephone Co. 

On December 22, 1905, The Montgomery Home Tele- 
phone Co. made a contract with the then Independent 
Telephone Co., W. B. Brown, leesee, at Coffeyville, 
Kansas, for the interchange of exchange service be- 
tween Independence and Coffeyville, Kansas. This 
contract is still in force. The Kansas City Long Dis- 
tance Telephone Co. successor to the Montgomery 
Home Telephone Co., Independent, begs to inform its 
subscribers and patrons that it has no arrangement or 
agreement, further than above stated, with the Mis- 
souri & Kansas (Bell) Telephone Co.—The Kansas 
City Long Distance Telephone Co. 


To demonstrate the falsity of the Bell’s claim an effort 
was made by the editor to put a call through to a town 
served only by the Bell. Fifteen minutes later he was 
informed that it could not be completed. 

As stated, there are some very peculiar methods in vogue 
in the telephone business. 





Belle Fourche Telephone Official Corrects Statement Made 
Regarding Independent Exchange There. 

We have received the following letter, on the stationery 
of the Belle Fourche & Northern Telephone Co., Belle 
Fourche, S. D., signed by Joseph Scott, secretary of the 
company: 

Our attention has been called to a letter published 
in your issue of the 1ith relative to an Independent 
exchange in Belle Fourche. We would state that the 
Belle Fourche & Northern Telephone Co. has not now, 
nor has it had, any intention of starting an Independent 
exchange in Belle Fourche. Your correspondent has 
aeeeroepanstes us in this matter and we wish to correct 
this. 


The dispatch which we printed in the issue of the 11th 
came to us from a supposedly reliable source and was 
accepted without question. If it was an error TELEPHONY 
is glad of the opportunity to right it. 





Tri-State of Minneapolis Regular Dividend. 

The directors of the Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. have declared the twenty-ninth quarterly dividend on 
the preferred capital stock of the Twin City Telephone 
Co. at the rate stipulated, and the thirty-fourth quarterly 
dividend on the preferred capital stock of the Tri-State 
company at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, both pay- 
able December 1, 1911. 
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Los Angeles Now Operating 43,000 Stations—Over 90,000 
in Southern California Territory. 

The current issue of the Automatic Telephone News, pub- 
lished by the Interstate Consolidated Telephone Co., of 
Spokane, Wash., devotes some space to a review of tele- 
thone conditions in southern California, and particularly 
in Los Angeles. The enviable situation of the Home Inde- 
pendent in that city is evidenced by the figures of its 
growth in aumber of stations operated during the last eight 
years, which are as follows: 


JELEPHONES IN SERVICE. 


December 31, 1903...............00- 10,492 
December 31, 1904... .....s.0cccecees 15,110 
December 31, 19065............ccseccccee 20,125 
December 31, 1906.................- 26,109 
December 31, 1907...............02. 28,604 
Deceniber 31, 1806... ... 2. .00.000+000+30,137 
November 1, 1909.................. 34,205 
December 1, 1909. 35,200 
December 1, 2010... occ cccccscwccce 40,064 
Prewemeee 2. BOER oan ccs ccesieesediens 43,000 


The statement is also made that fully 90,000 Independent 
telephones are in service in the eight counties of southern 
California, all of which are brought together through the 
medium of the United States Long Distance Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. 





Sacramento, Cal., Preparing to Remedy Monopoly by 
Again Adopting Competition. 

Sacramento, Cal., once had a telephone system operat- 
ing in competition with that of the Bell. This system was 
sold to the Bell and for some time the city has enjoyed 
what the Bell Press Bureau denominates “common-sense 
conditions”—that is, it has had the “universal service” so 
loudly declared to be the perfect arrangement. 

The actual character of the service, however, was fairly 
well described recently by a number of business men in 
interviews given out to a local paper, the Star. Among 
these was William H. Curtiss, president of the Wood-Cur- 
tiss Co. 

“The telephone service now furnished us by the Pacific 
States Telephone & Telegraph Co. is abominable,” Mr. 
Curtiss is quoted as saying. “The telephone system in 
Sacramento is in such a dilapidated state that the mer- 
chants feel some action must be taken, and a number have 
declared their willingness to buy stock in the Home Tele- 
phone Co. and install a new telephone system in Sacra- 
mento. It is impossible for business houses to transact 
business with the service now furnished by the Pacific 
States Telephone & Telegraph Co. At the special meeting 
to be called by the jobbers the matter will be thoroughly 
discussed and some definite action taken.” 

The Pacific States company is owned outright by the 
Pacific (Bell) Telephone & Telegraph Co. It is understood 
that definite steps have been taken looking to the forma- 
tion of an Independent company and that it will soon take 
material form. 





Would Cut New York Druggists’ Percentage. 

The New York (Bell) Telephone Co. is being opposed 
by the Kings County Pharmaceutical Society in its efforts 
to reduce the druggists’ percentage of pay station receipts 
in New York City. The company proposes to cut the 
compensation of the druggists from 20 per cent. of the 
receipts to 10 per cent. This, the druggists say, will not 
be sufficient for the service rendered. A committee of 
Greater New York Pharmaceutical Conference will take 
the matter up with the company and endeavor to have the 
ruling set aside. 
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Department of Railway Telephony 


Final Installment of a Special Article on the Telephone Dispatching System of the Queen and Crescent, Illustrated 
With Views of All Important Equipment and Wiring Diagrams—Next Week, Report of 
Chicago Meeting, Railway Telegraph Superintendents 


Telephone Train Dispatching and Message Service on the 
Queen & Crescent Route.—(Concluded.) 
3y W. L. Cook. 

The test panel, shown in the three views accompany- 
ing, is of the jack type manufactured by the United States 
Electric Co., and is arranged to provide for four metallic 
circuits or three metallic circuits and two single “Morse” 
wires. It contains, as shown, sixteen jacks for line wires, 
one for ground wire, two keys, the necessary terminals 
and eight two-foot cords for making two metallic patches. 
The first view shows the test panel complete, the second 
shows the four sides slipped off exposing the terminals on 
the sides of the frame and the third shows the face panel 
containing the jack connections brought down into a 
horizontal position for convenience in making repairs. 
Direct connections are established between the line termi- 
nals and the jacks, no cabling being employed. The wires 
are placed on 1-in. centers, thus eliminating the chance 
of crosses due to high potentials. Stay cords to screw 
eyes take the strain from the patching cords. In testing 
for faults on the telephone circuits, each individual wire 
may be. opened or grounded in either direction or any 
two wires entering the panel may be short circuited for 
test. In patching around faults the cords are used to 
connect any pairs of line wires north to any pairs of 
south wires and by means of the keys the telephone and 
selector connections to the lines are transferred to the 
cords thus keeping the selectors on their respective cir- 
cuits when patches are made. 

The wire chief’s test board and signaling equipment 


located at Danville are shown in the accompanying view. 
Mr. J. E. Shoop, wire chief, who has been.in the employ 
of-the Queen & Crescent for 10 years, is shown stand- 
ing. 

As will be evident from a glance at the photograph, 
Mr. Shoop has all the telephone and telegraph testing 
equipment within easy reach without disconnecting his 
breast transmitter from the circuit. The Gill selector box 
outfit shown in the upper left hand corner of the wall 
panel is used for calling the message operator to the tele- 
phone as will be explained. The cords of the test board 
at Mr. Shoop’s right are hanging in normal position, 
while in the view of the Danville yard office, the cords are 
shown in use for patching. 

The wire chief’s test board is a special piece of appara- 
tus designed by the United States Electric Co., the wiring 
of which is shown in Fig. A. For ammeter tests each 
metallic circuit is provided with an ammeter key located 
in a vertical row in the center of the panel, between the 
rows of line jacks, each key being directly in line with 
its corresponding jack. The ammeter tests determine 
the amount of signaling current flowing to line and give 
an instant indication of the operating conditions of the 
entire circuit. A comparison of the ammeter reading 
with a table showing the amount of current flowing to 
line with the line open or short circuited at the various 
stations, indicates instantly the exact location of an open, 
a short circuit or a short circuited condenser in one of 
the telephones. 

The voltmeter testing circuit is used for observing the 























United States Electric Co.’s Jack Type Test Panel, Used on Queen & Crescent System. 
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condition of the line signaling battery, for making insula- 
tion tests and for locating grounds and crosses with tele- 
graph wires. As the two wires of the telephone circuit 
are always connected electrically through the station se- 
lectors, a ground on either wire shows up on both when 
the voltmeter test is made. A reversing key is provided 
to switch the voltmeter quickly from one wire to the other 
and readings on both wires should be observed and the 
highest reading used. When the telephone circuit is noisy 
afd the milliammeter reading normal, voltmeter test cards 
are inserted in jacks »f line in trouble and keys marked 
“cords” “ground” “voltmeter” and “voltmeter shunt” are 
thrown. If a obtained the 
grounded and comparison of highest reading—after revers- 
ing key is operated—with a table of readings previously 
compiled for grounds at each station, gives an instant lo- 
If a constant reading is not obtained 


‘ 


constant reading is line is 


xcation of the ground. 
a cross with a telegraph wire is indicated and the battery 
cut off key is thrown in addition to the keys previously 
cut in. If a reading is then obtained the trouble is known 
to be a cross with a telegraph wire and the voltmeter is 
watched while telegraph wires which are adjacent to 
phone wires on the pole line are opened at the telegraph 


switchboard, one at a time, for an instant until the wire 
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in each office have duplicate combinations so that in case 
of line trouble the dispatcher may use the message circuit 
without loss of time. The duplicate selectors at the way 
station have different toned gongs so that the operator is 
never in doubt as to which circuit he is called upon to 
answer, The emergency provision of the pair of No. 8 
iron wires has already been referred to. Their arrange- 
ment on the pole with respect to the train dispatching 
and message wires is shown in the diagram. The tele- 
phone equipment was furnished by the United States Elec- 
tric Co. and was made to that company’s special designs 
by the Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co. The Kellogg 
company’s re-inforced, non-breakable transmitter mouth- 
pieces and receivers are used. 

A unique feature of the installation, which was originat- 
ed by Mr. Melton, is the use of selector calling on the 
message circuit to enable way offices to call the message 
operator at Danville. The circuit is similar to the Gill 
intercommunicating system but differs in that each way 
office is equipped with an individual calling key for calling 
Danville only, instead of universal keys for calling any 
office. The operator in the yard office at Danville is shown 
with one of these auiomatic calling keys at his left hand. 
A close study of message traffic in this division showed 





Queen & Crescent Wire Chief’s Office, Danville. 

in trouble is reached. When the telephone is more im- 
portant than the telegraph circuit the wire chief has bat- 
tery cut off the telegraph circuit at both ends which clears 
the telephone circuit. After telephone service is restored 
in this way the wire chief has the telegraph wire opened 
at various test offices and locates the fault by restoring bat- 
tery momentarily at his end of the telegraph wire. 

Insulation tests are made by inserting voltmeter test 
cords in line jacks and operating keys marked “cords” 
“ground” and “voltmeter.” If insulation is good a low 
reading will be obtained. 

The use of the voltmeter for observing the condition of 
the line signalirg battery is important, especially where 
dry batteries are used. A comparison of the voltage of 
the batteries on open circuit and the voltage when signal- 
ing current is flowing to line shows at once if any of the 
dry cells are exhausted. If batteries are tested frequently 
with the voltmeter it is unnecessary to take individual dry 
cell readings except when voltmeter test shows that some 
of the cells need to be replaced. 

The arrangement of the train dispatching and message 
circuits was the result of considerable study to make them 
as flexible and efficient as possible. The two Gill selectors 


The Car Distributer’s Office at Danville. 


that but few of the offices have sufficient business for 
other way offices to warrant the installing of mechanism 
for universal calling. At the few important offices where 
business origir ates for several stations on the circuit, a 
strap key has been installed to enable the operator at these 
stations to call anyone on the circuit without the de- 
lay incident to first calling the message operator. To give 
any Office on the circuit this service it is necessary only 
to associate a strap key or universal calling key with the 
individual calling key at that station. Oakdale, Tenn., 
the distant terminus of the circuit, the Danville Yard of- 
fice and the Ferguson shops are provided with strap keys 
for calling any office and at each the intercommunicating 
feature is in daily use and the telephone communication 
materially expedites the transaction of business at all three 
points. 

W. V. Ellis, the car distributer, is provided with mech- 
anism for calling any office and finds that he can get his 
people on the telephone and dispose of a large part of the 
business of his district without writing messages and with- 
out delay. Mr. Ellis’s office will average 50 telephone con- 
versations per day. Besides the saving of time in the of- 
fice where the call originates the intercommunicating ar- 
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rangement Obviates the necessity of interrupting the mes- 
sage operator by calling him to the telephone to do the 
calling. Mr. Ellis is shown in his office in one of the 
photographic views, and although his desk seems to be 
loaded with business, it is evident that he can attend to 
most of it without leaving his chair. The telephone is 
being utilized in this instance in disposing of a knotty 
problem which has been brought up in connection with 
his work. The young man on the opposite side of the 
table is R. D.-Lewis, chief clerk to Superintendent W. T. 
Caldwell. 

The important Ferguson shops, located at Somerset, Ky., 
are on both telephone circuits and telephone conversation 
over the message circuit is a great aid to the master me- 
chanic and his assistants, whose offices are located at the 
shops. 

The message »perator at Danville, E. D. Blackard, is 
shown in one of the views. He has just cleaned up with 
Oakdale taking it as fast as he could work the mill and 
is shown just after calling Moreland who had previous- 
ly cut in to say that he had a couple of rush messages for 
Danville and to call him when ready. 

The view in the Danville Yard office shows operator J. 
A. Baird at his desk using the telephone. On the wall 
at the Jeft is the test panel box and selector equipment. 
The operator is calling with the strap key with his right 
hand while his left rests on a box containing a switch 
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Fig. A—Wiring of Wire Chief’s Test Panel. 


which closes his local transmitter battery circuit and con- 
nects the secondary of his induction coil to the line. The 
effect of this change is to make the outgoing transmission 
of the circuit the best possible consistent with the fact 
that it must be arranged so as to permit the dispatcher to 
interrupt the operator’s conversation when necessary. 
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Experience with telephone dispatching and message cir- 
cuits on this division has been uniformly satisfactory. Op- 
erators are quick to respond to calls and messages are 
handled more rapidly than by the telegraph. Even the re- 
ports sent in from way stations and containing numerous 
car numbers and initials are handled in from one-half to 
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one-third the time required for the same service by tele- 
graph. 

The operators are instructed to sit in on a_ circuit 
at a certain time, established by schedule for each station 
and the méssage operator at Danville finds most of them 
in their places and “on the job” when he calls the name of 
their station. He thus gets, without delay, the reports 
needed from that station and then passes to the next. 
If, for any reason, there is not a prompt response, one 
or two stations may be passed over, but wheft the end of 
the circuit is reached, the stations omitted in regular order 
are called up and the report completed without loss of 
time. Not only is the actual elapsed time greatly reduced, 
but the report is completed without interruption, as by 
selective calling the agents who are not at their desks 
are quickly called, while with the telegraph, as every op- 
erator knows, several minutes are frequently consumed 
in raising two or three offices needed to complete the re- 
port. 

In one of the views the first trick dispatcher, C. M. 
Pennybacker, was shown at his desk in the Danville office. 
Under his hand is the train sheet and immediately in front 
of him is the automatic calling key cabinet of 40 keys ca- 
pacity. 

The dispatching circuit is an exceedingly busy one. For- 
merly it was the practice to work a split trick, from Helen- 
wood, Tenn., to Oakdale, Tenn., from 3 to 11 A. M. over 
a single track on the mountain section to relieve the dis- 
patcher at Danville during the rush time. With the tele- 
phone three dispatchers handle the entire district without 
the fourth man more easily than heretofore with him. 

Superintendent W. T. Caldwell, whose jurisdiction ex- 
tends over all three districts of the C. N. O. & T. P. has 
been fortunate in surrounding himself with a fine corps of 
assistants. Their long suit is pulling together. Anyone 
lucky enough to attend one of Mr. Caldwell’s staff meet- 
ings will be impressed with this fact. Mr. Caldwell’s chief 
dispatcher, Mr. W. E. Hudgins, began railroading in 1889 
as operator on the Charlette division of the Southern Rail- 
way and was later advanced to the position of dispatcher. 
He was afterward chief dispatcher on the Southern Pacific 
and accepted service with the Queen & Crescent in 1909. 
The first trick dispatcher is C. M. Pennybacker, second 
trick R. V. Crane and third trick W. E. Hines. The night 
chief is T. C. Blackwell. 





Cases and Discussions Concerning Public Relations 


This Department Has Been Established as a Regular Weekly Review of Proceedings Before Courts, Commissions 
or Civic Bodies—Suggestions Relating to This Branch of Work are Invited from All 
Persons Interested in Past Cases, or Those to be Fieard in the Future 


Iowa Court Condemns Municipal Rate Control. 

Regulation of public utility rates by commissioners is 
advocated and control by city councils vigorously con- 
demned in the opinion handed down September 16, 1911, 
by Hon. Smith McPherson, judge of the U. S. Circuit Court, 
in the Des Moines Water Works case. 

The opinion refers to the condition brought about by 
the activity of city councils in rate matters as “expensive 
chaos,” which “should be brought to an end.” Judge Mc- 
Pherson goes on to say: 

“Tt is known by all informed men that city councils neces- 
sarily adopt rates with but little or no investigations as 
to what rates ought to be fixed. The result is that we 
have ordinances fixing rates based upon but little intelli- 
gent effort for the ascertainment of the facts. Some of 
the states, like New York, Massachusetts and Wisconsin, 
have state commissions of competent men, who give public 
hearings, and who do nothing behind doors, nor in se- 
crecy; a commission with no member interested as a tax 
payer of the city, and with no member subject to influ- 
ences other than the ascertainment of the truth and the 
facts. Rates are thus fixed with which most fair-minded 
people are ready to acquiesce. It is strange that we have 
no such legislation, and no such commissions in Iowa.” 





Going Value Discussed at Western Society of Engineers. 

A very thorough and interesting paper on “Going Value” 
was read by F. F. Fowle, consulting engineer, at the joint 
meeting of the Western Society of Engineers and the Chi- 
cago Section of American Institute of Electrical Engineers, 
on Wednesday of this week. J. G. Wray, chairman of the 
Chicago section A. I. E. E. presided and the section was so 
fortunate as to have Honorary Secretary Ralph W. Pope 
present from New York. At the suggestion of Mr. Wray he 
opened the meeting, and was greeted with most hearty ap- 
plause. 

Mr. Fowle opened his paper by mentioning the close rela- 
tions which have grown up between engineering and eco- 
nomics, and followed this by a discussion of the determina- 
tion of value. He distinguished between the value of service 
and cost of service theories of rate making. The main part 
of his paper on going value occupied some thirty typewritten 
pages, and the futility of adequately abstracting it is appar- 
ent. An idea of the extensive scope of the paper may be ob- 
tained from the classification of the methods of determining 
going value presented by Mr. Fowle,. as follows: 


1. Capitalizing the net earnings. 

2. Finding the cost of reproducing the net earnings. 
3. Capitalizing the early losses. 

4. Capitalizing the cost of securing business. 

5. Over-capitalization of consolidated companies. 


3. Miscellaneous. 

Each of these methods was discussed elaborately and in ap- 
propriate cases examples illustrating the results obtained by 
their application were presented. Among these were typical 
figures from the Beloit case, of Wisconsin, upon which Mr. 
Fowle was engaged for some time. 

From a consideration of all of the methods were drawn 
the following conclusions: 

1. Under the cost of service theory we seem bound to rec- 
ognize every element of actual cost, for both tangible and 
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intangible property, which is legitimate, reasonable and neces- 
sary. 

2. Going value, under the cost of service theory, can not 
be supported by capitalized net earnings in excess of a fair 


return on the cost value of the property. 
3. Rigid rules for measuring the legitimate going value, it 
any, under the cost of service theory, can not safely be laid 


down, because the local circumstances in such cases are dif- 


ferent anc issue should be treated on its merits. 

4. The val test for value of any kind, under the cost 
of servicé theory, is always the cost, but this may be tem- 
pered by the great desirability of distributing justice and 


equity to both the public and the utility companies, in equal 
measure. 


The paper was discussed by Benezette Williams, who has 
had notable experience for many years in dealing with this 
subject. 


ed the paper were J. W. Alvord, W. D. 
irk, J. R. Cravath, and Morton G. Lloyd 


Others who d 


Norton, of New 





Interstate Commission Puts Out Tentative Classification. 

Every telephone company in the United States of which 
the Interstate Commerce Commission has a record will 
receive this week a letter from the commission, accom- 
panied by an elaborate document of 53 pages, describing 
the proposed classification of accounts prepared by the 
This is accompanied by a letter from Wil- 
liam J. Meyers, statistician of the commission, requesting 
certain information about » business of the telephone 
companies, which will enabié the commission to determine 
its powers and duties towards the various companies re- 


commission. 


{ 
al 
cii¢ 


porting. 

Inasmuch as all companies this 
TELEPHONY will not print an extended review, but will be 
pleased to answer any inquiries, or discuss the matter in 
any way requested with its readers desiring information 
from this paper. 


will receive matter 





Baltimore Hearing Likely to Be «sumed Soon. 

Charles E. Phelps, chief engineer Maryland Public 
Service Commission, was in attendat exhibition of 
the telechronometer recorded in last we -EPHONY. Upon 
his return to Baltimore he announced that an exhibition would 
soon be given in that city and the adaptability of the system 
to Baltimore conditions would be tried out. Pending the con- 
clusion of this investigation it is probable that no more public 
hearings will be held, but that they will be resumed after the 
investigation of the committee into practical methods of fur- 
nishing measured service. : 


re 


Extension Telephone Rates Before New York Commission. 

A complaint against extension telephone rates, alleging 
that fifty cents per n onth for the village of Granville is 
excessive and the charge should be reduced to ten «ents 
per month, is made by Milford D. Whedon against the 
New York & Vermont Home Telephone Co. 

The complainant further declares that he be allowed t 
install an extension at his own expense without rent or 
other charge. 

This complaint, while unreasonable in itself, will allow 
the commission to make a ruling which will be a valu- 
able precedent if it so desires. 

















Demand Investigation of -Bell-Railway Agreements 


Evidence Indicates that Department of Justice is Likely to Find that Railways are Material Factors in 
Bell Company's Attempt to Promote a Monopoly—Exclusive Agreement and Exchange 
of Transportation for Telephone Service Fully Exposed 


Among the methods of unfair competition and practices in 
restraint of trade carried on by the Bell Telephone Co. 
its relations with railways should be fully investigated by the 
state railway commissions and the Department of Jus- 
tice. There is no question but that a serious situation exists 
along this line in many parts of the country, and a determined 
effort on the part of officials of the national government would 
reveal a condition of affairs which would speedily assume a 
very interesting aspect. 

The general character of some of the agreements which are 
alleged to exist between prominent railways and Bell com- 
panies would seem to warrant immediate action for the dis- 
solution of the agreements in some cases by the various 
railroad commissions as amounting to what is practically 
a rebate, and in others by the Department of Justice, as being 
probable violations of the Sherman act. 

The situation is clearly set forth in the accompanying letter 
received in TELEPHONY’s office this week, and the contract, 
abstract of which follows the letter: 


Enclosed is a copy of a contract entered into by the of- 
ficers of the Duluth Telephone Co., who are also officers of 
the Northwestern Telephone Exchange Co., both subsidiary 
companies of the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
This conspiracy, for we must call it such, by their terms 
is called a contract, between the Duluth Telephone Co. 
and the Great Northern Ry. Co. After one has read the 
recent decision of the supreme court as to what con- 
stitutes a monopoly or a trust and with such contracts as 
the one enclosed in existence, there is no possible way that 
one might misunderstand its meaning. My purpose of send- 
ing you this contract at this time is this: I think that every 
Independent company that has this class of material to 
furnish to your journal just at this time will help to hasten 
an investigation in the methods adopted by the Octopus by 
so doing. 

I trust that you will give this contract the publicity which 
it deserves and possibly other Independent companies will 
come to the front and tell you that their service is not 
acceptable to the railway companies in the vicinity where 
they are doing business and if they investigate they will 
find that contracts are in existence between the railway 
companies that refuse Independent service and the A. T. 
& T. Co. or its subsidiaries. 

Following is an abstract of the contract to which reference is 
made by the writer of the above: 


Agreement, Entered in this 11th day of May, 1905, be- 
tween the Great Northern Railway Co. a _  corpo- 
ration of the State of Minnesota, party of the first part, 
and the Duluth Telephone Co., a corporation of said 
state, party of the second part, Witnesseth :— 

Whereas, The party of the first part proposes to cause 
to be installed in its offices in the cities of Duluth, Minne- 
sota, and Superior, Wisconsin, or one of them, a private 
branch exchange switchboard or switchboards connected 
by trunk lines with the exchange of the party of the sec- 
ond part in said cities, or one of them, for the purpose 
of connecting the different officials of the party of the first 
part with the subscribers of the party of the second part 
and with each other; and 

Whereas, The party of the first part proposes to con- 
struct or acquire a private wire extending from its general 
offices in the city of St. Paul to its offices in said cities 
of Duluth and Superior, or one of them, and desires to 
connect such private wire with the private branch exchange 
switchboard or switchboards of the party of the second 
part to be installed and located upon the premisés of tne 
party of the first part in said cities of Duluth and Superior, 
or one of them.— 

Now, Therefore, The party of the second part grants 
unto the party of the first part the right and license to 
make, and during the continuance of this agreement main- 





tain, such connection between said private wire of the party 
of the first part and said private branch exchange switch- 
board or switchboards to be installed upon the premises 
of the party of the first part, as above stated, and the sta- 
tions connected therewith. 

* * ok x 

The party of the first part shall not and will not, during 
the life of this contract, install or permit to be installed in 
or upon the premises of the party of the first part in the 
cities of Duluth, Superior, Cloquet and Carlton, or either 
of them, telephone stations belonging to any telephone com- 
pany competing with the party of the second part, and 
during the life of this contract shall use only telephone 
instruments furnished by the party of the second part at 
said cities, and each of them. The party of the second 
part, however, shall not and will not make any toll charge 
to the party of the first part for messages of the party of 
the first part between the aforesaid cities, or any of them. 

The party of the first part in consideration of the prem- 
ises, shall and will furnish to the party of the second part 
in each year during the continuance of this agreement, for 
the use of such of the officials and employes of the party 
of the second part as shall be designated by its general 
manager from the time to time, transportation over the 
the Lake District of the railway of the party of the first 
part, to an amount not to exceed the sum of One Hundred 
Dollars ($100.00) computed at current tariff rates of the 
party of the first part; such transportation to be furnished 
free of charge. 

This contract shall be deemed to be supplemental to the 
contract heretofore entered into between the party of the 
first part hereto and the Northwestern Telephone Ex- 
change Co., under date of the sixteenth day of De- 
cember, 1904, and shall continue in force until the expira- 
tion of said contract herein referred to. 

In Witness Whereof, The parties hereto have caused this 
agreement to be duly executed the day and year first here- 


inabove written. 
The Great Northern Railway Co. 
By R. I. FARRINGTON, 2nd V. P. 


Duluth Telephone Co. 
By C. P. WAINMAN. 


— 





Wireless Telephone Promoter Arrested. 

James Dunlop Smith, former president of the Radio Tele- 
phone Co. and of the Fiscal Agency Co. a selling 
agency of the Radio concern, was arrested last week in 
New York for using the mails to defraud. The investiga- 
tions carried on by post office inspectors of the affairs of 
the Radio, a wireless telephone company now in the hands 
of a receiver, were an outgrowth of the recent shakeup of 
the United Wireless Co. which landed Col. Wireless 
Wilson and W. W. Tompkins, among others, in trou- 
ble. The alleged fraud on which Smith yesterday after- 
noon was arraigned before Commissioner Shields involves, 
the officers say, fraudulent sales of Radio Telephone Co. 
stock amount to at least $1,000,000 and perhaps to 
more. The complaint is made on information obtained by 
postal investigation and as the result of statements made 
by Elmer E. Burlingame, one of the master spirits of the 
Sun Electric Generator Co., and now under indictment, by 
Dr Lee De Forest and by Tompkins who is said to have 
been a partner of Smith. The Radio Telephone Co., was 
the parent concern of a string of companies, none of which 
was earning profits at a time when, it is charged, Smith 
represented to stock buyers that they were. Instead, it is 
charged, the companies were being run at a loss, and the 
money used to pay dividends was derived from other sales 
of stocks. At present the investigators say, the concern 
has but one wireless telephone plant in operation. 
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Weekly Review of Market in Copper, Tin and Lead 


Sales of electrolytic copper were made this week as high 
as 13 cents a pound. This continues to be the minimum 
quotation of the leading selling agency. The demand, ac- 
cording to producers, continues good. There is a better 
demand for export than for domestic shipment. Represen- 
tatives of the large selling agencies hold to the opinion 
that the metal will go higher. Consumers are not clam- 
oring for copper, and few care to make commitments for 
delivery beyond a month or two. They argue that surplus 
stocks and prospects of a heavy production next year will 
prevent a scarcity of copper and that they may well afford 
to play a cautious game at this time. 

In its monthly copper circular the National Conduit & 
Cable Co. says: 

“Conditions in the copper market have been growing 
brighter recently and the commercial valuation of the 


Range of Spot Cash Prices as Recorded by the Metal Exchange, 
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metal is, for the present at least, decidedly firmer. 
has been a good deal of activity lately, and the aggre- 
gate business of the last few weeks has enabled sellers 
to establish a higher level of prices than has prevailed 


since August. Quotations in this market have advanced 
from 12% early in October to 1234 at this writing, and 
the indications are for continued betterment provided de- 
mand is maintained at the rate of about 125,000,000 pounds 
a month. 

“As there are no unusual domestic requirements in sight, 
however, we must look to foreign orders to keep up the 
shipments abroad at an average level of better than 60,- 
000,000 pounds each month if the present tone of the mar- 
ket is to be maintained for any substantial period. We 
are hopeful that the present movement may prove the 
forerunner of more auspicious conditions in all industries 
using copper as their base of manufactures. A series of 
successive monthly outputs of the size of last month’s pro- 
duction would do more to stimulate demand than anything 
that has occurred for a considerable time. 

“Volume of business in October, especially for export, 
was quite heavy. Purchases for Europe were an impor- 
tant factor in advancing the market and domestic takings 
indicated that buyers here were willing to follow a rea- 
sonable rise in price. Within the last few days, however, 
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there were indications that electrolytic was available a lit- 
tle under 1234, and this price is considered the market for 
lake brands of the best quality. 

“The world’s consumption of copper will undoubtedly 
be large in 1912, and should we have a restoration of con- 
fidence in the general business world it would stimulate 
demand in this country to a point where consumption 
would further invade surplus stocks. If the accumulated 
supplies in the United States were reduced 50 per cent. 
it would dispel much of the pessimistic sentiment which 
has held the copper market in its grip for several years. 
The attention of consumers is centered largely upon pro- 
duction, and if this were kept within conservative bonds 
the manufacturing community would have less excuse for 
the hesitation they have been wont to show during the 
present year. Excess production is always sure to create 


New York. 


pressure to sell in some quarter or another, and this often 
involves a weakening and unsettlement of market condi- 
tions, which in turn retards healthy business develop- 
ment.” 





Telephone Gave 60,000 Fighting Efficiency of 150,000 Men 
in the Philippine Islands. 

The real extent of the enormous increase in the effi- 
ciency of an army as a result of the use of electrical meth- 
ods of communication is seldom appreciated. In a bio- 
graphical sketch of Brigadier-general James Allen, chief 
signal officer of the U. S. Army some definite figures are 
given by Electrical Review .and Western Electrician. 

In the Philippines, from 1899 to 1902, Colonel Allen es- 
tablished a system of military telephones and telegraph 
and cable unequaled in the history of warfare as to their 
importance, efficiency and extent. The wire system ex- 
tended through all the islands for more than 1,000 miles 
from north to south. There was no electrical communca- 
tion before Colonel Allen did the work. General McAr- 
thur reported to Washington that without this system it 
would be impossible to hold the islands with less than 
150,000 men, whereas but 60,000 men were employed for 
that duty at the time. 








Cut Out the Waste—Increase Paid Time on Toll Lines’ 


A Common Sense Talk to Operators, Telling Them How They May Assist in Making Toll Lices Earn Better 
Revenue, and Ligh en Their Own Burdens—Key to Success in Knowledge 
ot Waste and Determination to “Cut It Out” 


By Percy Redmund 
General Superintendent of Traffic, Pioneer Telephone & Telegraph Co. 


By listening in on the toll circuits and timing what goes 
over them, we find that there is a great deal of time wasted 
by operators. The time paid for by patrons is ridiculously 
small when compared with the wasted time. It is our job 
as expert toll operators to cut out the waste. 

Circuit time is wasted in any or all the following ways: 
By line operators— 

In slow answering, improper ringing, careless talking 
over circuits, failure to use standard code, failure to 
wait for answer after ringing, failure to clear tandem, 
circuits, misrouting. 

By through operators— 


In failure to stay on circuit, failure -to supervise for. 


clearance, misrouting. 
LINE OPERATORS. 

Slow answering may be the result of carelessness or of 
inattention to the work, but very often is because operators 
are too busy to answer more quickly. There are two ways 
of lightening the work of an overloaded operator. One 
way is-to take some of the traffic away from her and give 
it to some other operator. The other way is to show her 
how she can handle the same traffic with less work. An 
operator should always have this last way in mind; she 
should watch herself; notice just what things, of all she 
says and does, are really unnecessary. Nearly all of us lack 
that clearness in thought, precision in movement, and di- 
rectness in execution, which prevents false moves. 

“Every little movement has a meaning all its own.” In 
operating, every move means something accomplished or 
something wasted. How many movements do we make 
which are nothing more than wasted effort! It is these 
wasted movements in our work that we want to cut out. 
We answer a line signal and a distant operator says: 
“Ticket,” then we say, “Wait a minute” and cut out, or 
maybe we cut out without saying anything. After a while 
we answer again and take the ticket. The first answer was 
a wasted movement. It accomplished nothing; perhaps 
it was not very much work, but what there was of it was 
unnecessary work and wasted effort. 

It is such little wastes taken together which help to 
make overloaded operators. Cut out the waste. 

Operators often lose time and take unnecessary steps, 
because they do not know exactly how to handle some par- 
ticular part of their work. Thorough knowledge and un- 
derstanding of the toll operating rules (which are brief) 
will avoid many waste motions and hesitations which are 
today making some of our really light positions appear 
heavy. 

If you don’t know what to do, ask your supervisor; that 
is why she is there. Don’t waste time and work by start- 
ing off on the wrong track. (In our business, I suppose we 
should say, on the wrong circuit.) Know the right way 
and do it. Cut out all the wasted work. Do only that 
which gives results. Then your over-loaded positions will 
be easy to handle, and you will be able to promptly answer 
incoming signals. 

While a circuit is being used by one operator waiting 





*Abstract of a bulletin of the traffic department, Pioneer 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. 





for another operator to answer, it cannot be earning reve- 
nue. Therefore the shorter we make these waits, the less 
circuit time will be used and the more messages we shall be 
able to handle over the circuits. 

Improper ringing causes considerable waste on the cir- 
cuits. A proper ring (which is a two-second ring followed 
by a fifteen-second pause), is long enough to throw the 
signal at the distant office, but is not so long that the 
distant operator gets it in her ear when she answers. A 
proper ring also requires a pause between rings, which 
gives the distant operator a chance to answer without get- 
ting the ring in her ear. 

When ringing, operators should remember two rules: 
one, the company‘s rule on ringing, and the other, the 
Golden Rule. Consider the girl at the other end and ring 
her as you would want to be rung. Short, jerky rings 
often do not throw the signal at the distant office. If they 
do not, they are just wasted efforts and the time that this 
jerky ringing is going on is wasted circuit time. Bad ring- 
ing is one of our greatest faults, and it is nothing more or 
less than carelessness or bad temper; of either we should be 
equally ashamed. 

Talking carelessly over toll lines is like anything else 
carelessly done; it is very likely to result in mistakes and 
frequently has to be done over again. The voice does not 
carry quite as distinctly over a telephone circuit as in a 
face to face conversation. Operators should remember this 
and should speakly slowly and clearly, verifying all diffi- 
cult letters and numbers, as required by the operating rules. 
If one operator misunderstands another from whom she is 
receiving a call or report, she is forced to either ask the 
sending operator to repeat, or to guess at what is wanted. 
If she guesses she will often be wrong, which will result 
in trouble and the circuits will have to be used to straighten 
out the difficulty. This use would be unnecessary if the 
work had been carefully done in the first place. If she 
asks for repetition, the circuit must be used while this is 
being done. The time used in the first attempt to pass the 
call or report is wasted. 

When passing tickets by Method 101, the calling opera- 
tor should remember that the called operator has to write 
down the ticket details, and that she is not allowed to use 
shorthand. 

It takes longer to write a ticket than it does to read it. 
The calling operator, when reading from her ticket, should 
read slowly enough so that the called operator can write 
down what is read. The calling operator should make 
slight pauses between the details; for example, “Ticket .... 


(pause) . 2:30 P. M. (pause) .... Serial 234 

(pause) ..... i ae (pause): ..... 456, Dewey ..... 

(pause) .... calling 123 .... (pause) .... Mr. Richard Roe 
(pause) Mangum, Oklahoma.” If the calling 


operator passes the details too rapidly the called operator 
is very apt to miss some of the directions, and what is 
missed will often prove to be the very part which is neces- 
sary to complete the call. In the end it will probably be 
found that the missing details are needed and it will be 
necessary to again use the toll circuits to obtain them. 
Perhaps as a result of the omission the wrong party is 
connected, and after trying for a few minutes to start a 
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conversation between two strangers, the mistake is discov- 
ered, and then the work has to be done over. In such a 
case the circuit is used many times as long as it would 
have taken to pass the details slowly in the first place. 
This excessive use is waste. Eliminate this wasted circuit 
time and then we'll have fewer NC reports and fewer de- 
layed calls, 

Failure to use the code for passing reports b@ween oper- 
ators is the cause of some waste circuit time, because a 
message can be passed in code in less time than it can be 
spoken in full. All toll operators should use the standard 
code and use it properly. They should not use any code 
other than the standard. Unauthorized codes are dan- 
gerous and should not be used. If a standard code does 
not exactly cover the case, it is quickest and best in the 
long run to pass the report in full. 

Failure of operators to wait for an answer after having 
rung a distant office is one of the worst faults in our toll 
work today. Slow answering is bad, but the failure of a 
calling operator to wait on the circuit for the called office 
is very much worse. Too frequently operators ring, wait 
a second or two, ring again, and then if there is not an 
immediate answer from the distant office, they leave the 
circuit and jump to something else. While they are gone 
the distant office answers and finding no one on the line, 
leaves the circuit, thinking that they have received a false 
sigwal; the result is, when the calling operator comes back 
on the circuit she finds no one there, then follows some 
impatient ringing. All of this time the circuit is being 
wasted. Busy operators should remember that the oper- 
ator at the other end may be busy also, and if she is a 
little slow in answering, it is very necessary that the calling 
operator be there when she does answer. 

All operators are kept busy most of the time, as it is not 
desirable to lay out our work so that toll line answering 
will always be instantaneous. Some one has to wait at 
times, and in order that the waits may be as short as pos- 
sible, the calling operator, after ringing, must always wait 
on the circuit for an answer from the distant office. 

Failure to clear tandem circuits always causes a loss of 
circuit time. The verbal clearance is used to help the call- 
ing operator. By our practice. an intermediate office is not 
allowed to take down a through switch without a verbal 
clearance order from the calling operator. This is a tre- 
mendous help to the calling operator, and she must faith- 
fully carry out her part of the scheme if it is to be a 
success. Her part is to promptly clear her circuits when 
she is through with them. 

Misrouting is responsible for some of our circuit waste. 
If operators do not know the routing for any call they 
should ask their supervisor. Never guess at a routing, and 
never ring some distant office to ask them what your rout- 
ing is. Ask your own supervisor. It does not use up any 
circuit time to talk with your supervisor, but to ask a dis- 
tant office does require the use of our toll circuits, and such 
use is unnecessary. In other words it is waste. 

THROUGH OPERATORS. 

Improper ringing by through operators has the same 
result as improper ringing by the line operators, and all 
that is mentioned under that heading applies here. 

Failure to stay on the connection until the distant of- 
fices are in satisfactory communication is causing consid- 
erable waste of circuit time. The through operator is 
responsible for getting the calling office into communica- 
tion with the called office, or the proper intermediate office 
through which the called office may be reached. It is not 
enough for the through operator to ring the next office; 
she must stay with the connection (cut in on it) until she 
hears the office she rang talking with the calling office. 
This is not always done and as the calling office can sel- 
ccm ring through, she is helpless until the through oper- 
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ator comes back to her assistance. The through operator 
should never leave the connection until she has heard the 
calling operator talking with the next office. The sooner 
our operators who put up through switches carry out this 
very important part of their duty, the sooner our waste cir- 
cuit time will be improved. 

Supervision of through switches by the through opera- 
tor will avoid connections remaining up after they are 
finished. Sometimes the line operators neglect to clear 
circuits. Some offices operated by connecting companies 
do not attempt to follow our rules for clearing tandem 
circuits. 

For these and many other good reasons the operators 
handling through switches should watch them closely and 
if they remain up any considerable length of time they 
should cut in long enough to find out whether the circuit 
is in use or idle. Ii it is found to be idle the through oper- 
ator should speak on the circuit, saying: “....(name of 
her office)......is this circuit clear?” lf she receives no 
answer she should ring the calling office and ask for a 
clearance. 

Through operators should not take down through con- 
nections without a verbal clearance order, but if the orders 
do not come in, the through operator should go out after 
them. She should not connections to remain up 
after the use of them has ceased. 

Furthermore, through operators should know, in a gen- 
eral way, how long switches remain up, and, if a through 
connection is held an unusual length of time, the operator 
should report the fact, as clearly as she remembers them, 
to her supervisor, in order that the supervisor may look 
into the cause. Perhaps there is poor operating at some 
other office, or perhaps the circuit lay-out needs changing. 

Through operators should realize two distinct responsi- 
bilities, one is to get the through switches established, and 
the other is to get them taken down. Each is equally 
important. A through operator who is indifferent or care- 
less in clearing through connections can tie up the cir- 
cuits of an office quicker than any one operator. Getting 
the connections down is just as important as getting them 
up. 
At an office where there is a special RX operator, she 
is in a position to save much waste circuit time, and her 
value to the company depends very largely on the extent 
to which she does so protect the toll line plant from im- 
proper and inefficient use. 

Misrouting by through operators is noticeable in the 
use of second routes. A through operator should not use 
a second route to complete a call, except in a case of ex- 
treme emergency, and then only when requested by the 
calling office. As a general rule the transmission is better 
over the first route, and if any business must be forced 
over the second route, it should be the short-haul terminat? 
ing business, and not the through calls, which are very 
often long and difficult connections at best. 

If a through operator has not a circuit available to com- 
plete a through switch over the first route, she should first 
try to get one. She may be holding one busy on another 
through switch, which perhaps can be cleared. If she can- 
not get a circuit within five minutes, she should ask her 
supervisor to get one for her; the supervisor in such a 
case will arrange the terminal business so that a circuit 
can be had over the first route for the through switch. 

All these ways of wasting circuit time should be con- 
stantly borne in mind. As we do our work, let us watch 
ourselves, and let every one of us strive, each day, to cut 
down the circuit time we are wasting. 


allow 





TELEPHONY Would Like to Have Chief Operators 
and Managers Contribute Their Experiences in Building 
Circuit Efficiency, for Publication in “Practical Letters.” 








Legal Cases and Decisions 


By A. H. McMillan 


What Constitutes Continuous Labor. 

Many telephone companies in this state employing 
lady operators, would like to know, if the ten hour law 
governing employment of female help, includes the 
time a night operator spends in sleep? That is, if an 
operator. goes on duty at 6 p. m. and works until 10 
p. m., then goes to bed until 5:30 a. m., when she goes 
on duty until 7 a. m., but is supposed to answer fire 
alarms, and calls for medical assistance at any time dur- 
ing that period, would the law be construed that the 
employment or service is continual from the time this 
operator went on duty in the evening, until the time 
she went off duty in the morning, or would allowance 
be made for the time she slept? 

We think the service would be construed not to be con- 
tinuous from the time she went on duty until she went off 
duty in the morning. The purpose of the statute govern- 
ing the employment of female help, is to protect women 
from undue fatigue in their employment. The time a tele- 
phone operator spends in sleep would not. come within the 
spirit of the statute as hours of employment, but would 
rather be a cessation of employment in compliance with 
the statute. 


_— 





City Cannot Cut Off Communication with Subscribers. 

There is a very.large block in K street in this city. 
The city ordinance does not permit us to put any poles 
or wires in that street. We have a prospective sub- 
scriber there, but cannot get to him except by putting 
a pole in the street, as the property owners will not let 
us go across their private property. Our ordinance does 
not give us the right to go underground anywhere. 
What can we do? Can the city cut us off from busi- 
ness in this way? 

It has been held that the municipality may entirely pro- 
hibit the erection of telephone poles on a particular block 
of a particular street, where a good reason for such regu- 
lation exists, unless the company will thereby be cut off 
from communication with persons whom it desires to reach 
and whom by law it is obliged to serve. Jonesville vs. 
Southern Michigan Telephone Co., 155 Mich., 86, 118 North 
Western 736. We think your case comes under the ex- 
ception above stated. Your company will apparertly be 
cut off from communication with a person whom you wish 
to reach and whom you are obliged to serve, and we think 
the ordinance does not prohibit you from putting enough 
poles in K street to reaci the prospective subscriber in ques- 
tion. 

Effect of Franchise on Contracts. 


Our franchise with the city fixes a very low rental 
as the maximum rate we are permitted to charge. For 
about a year back, we have been giving improved serv- 
ice with metallic circuits at a higher rate than per- 
mitted by the ordinance. We did this at the request 
of a number of citizens and business men in this city 
who wanted ‘better service and knew we could not 
afford and would not give it at the franchise rate. In 
order to induce us to make the extra investment re- 
quired by the improved service, these citizens took con- 
tracts for several years in advance at the special rate. 
One of them now wishes to repudiate his contract and 
says that it was illegal because the rate fixed by the 
franchise was lower. Can we hold him to his contract 
rate? . 
Where a private citizen for whose benefit a contract is 

made, between a city and a telephone company, fixing max- 
imum rates for telephone service, voluntarily and with 
knowledge of the facts, contracts with the company. for 
service at a different rate than that prescribed by the mun- 
icipal franchise, he cannot repudiate his contract and de- 








mand a different service at a different rate by virtue of 
the franchise on the ground that the company is bound by 
its franchise to render the service demanded. Buffalo 
Merchants’ Delivery Co. vs. Frontier Telephone Co., 112 
N. Y. S. 862. 


> 


Exemption of Others is no Defense. 
When we obtained our franchise, we agreed to pay 

2 per cent. of our net earnings to the city, for a period 
of ten years. We did this only after a struggle and 
because we were unable to get the franchise without 
it. Since then the city has given a franchise to a com- 
peting company and also a farmers’ line in this city 
without charging them anything or asking any  per- 
centage of receipts. Are we still obliged to pay them 
our percentage when the city has not asked it of the 
others? Should not ali telephone companies be treated 
alike? 

Answering your last question first, I should certainly 
say that all telephone companies ought to be treated alike. 
It is unjust to require a percentage of one and not of the 
other. But this does not mean that it is illegal. to grant 
a franchise to one company on more favorable terms and 
conditions than a franchise is granted to others. Your 
franchise with the city is apparently a contract. The fact 
that the city has made different contracts with later com- 
panies does not affect the validity of your contract. Un- 
less the city chooses to relieve you of your percentage pay- 
ment, or unless you can find some other ground for abro- 
gating the franchise, you will have to pay as you originally 
agreed. California vs. Bunceton Telephone Co., 112 Mo. App. 
722, 87 S. W., 604. 








Regulating the Height of Wires. 


There is no state law in this state regulating the 
height of wires over street crossings, so far as we know. 
In constructing our line we wish to know how high over 
the street crossings we must place our wires. If there 
is no law on the subject, should we ask the city to 
designate the height of wires? 


It is not necessary for you to ask the city to designate 
the height of wires. If you place them above the streets 
at a sufficient height so as not to interfere with travel, 
you will have done your full duty. A municipality may 
regulate the height of wires where they cross the streets, 
and if your city should make any regulation on the sub- 
ject, you would have to comply. But it is not necessary 
for you to get the designation to authorize you to build. 
American Union Telephone Co. vs. Harrison, 31 N. J. Eq., 
627. 





Assessment Including Interstate Messages is Void. 

The assessor of Silver Bow county, Montana, made an 
assessment. of the property of the Western Union Telegraph 
Co. as follows: abs 

Pole lines consisting of copper and iron wires. .. .$10,445.00 

Office furniture and instruments................ 500.00 

Peanchia® -aeeeeSel i355 HESS so ho 0 ot BRS weed 2,000.00 

The company paid all the taxes except that upon the fran- 
chise assessment, and the state brought action to enforce 
payment of it. The attorneys agreed upon a statement of ‘fact 
to.the effect that the assessment on the franchise represented 
the valuation of the right or privilege of carrying on “the said 
telegraph business within said. county,” the business ‘having 
been described as including interstate private messages, intra- 
state private:.messages and government messages, interstate 
intra-state.. The court held that the assessment included inter- 
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state business and government messages, and no separate valu- 
ation being fixed on the right to do intra-state private business 
only, the entire assessment was void, In the agreed statement, 
the words, “within the said county” were held to refer to busi- 
ness originating or terminating in or passing through the 
offices in the county, and not to business wholly between points 
within the county. The basis for the decision, was that the 
state may not tax the right to carry on interstate commerce, 
or to conduct the business of the government. State vs. West- 
ern Union Telegraph Co., 117 Pacific 93. 


Rescinding Bonds for Breach of Contract. 

The supreme court of Texas has decided the case of South 
Texas Telephone Co. vs. H. E. Huntington and Frank C. 
Smith, which has been pending for six years past. The sub- 
ject of the litigation was a contract under which Smith and 
Huntington bought $3,500 of bonds of the telephone company. 
The contract had a clause providing that the total issue of 
bonds of the company should not exceed $150,000, of which 
$50,000 was to be used in extensions and additions to the 
company’s property. 

Smith and Huntington contended that this provision of the 
contract had been broken because the company had not nego- 
tiated its bonds nor spent $50,000 in the improvement of its 
property, and that for this reason they were entitled to sur- 
render the bonds and recover their value. The company con- 
tended that it had never been able to sell its bonds at a reason- 
able price. The district court of Travis county gave judg- 
ment canceling the bonds and awarding Smith and Huntington 

On the telephone company’s appeal the 
court of civil appeals reversed the judgment of the supreme 
court and awarded a new trial. This decision the telephone 
company carried to the supreme court of the state which ren- 
dered judgment in its favor. 

The supreme court decision holds that the provision of the 
contract relative to the improvement of the company’s property 
should be treated as covenant and not as a condition prece- 
dent, and that no right to rescind the bonds arose from the 
breach of the covenant, the only remedy being a right of action 
for damages. The court further held that under the findings 
of the jury, the telephone company had not violated the pro- 
vision of the contract in question because it had never been 
able to sell its bonds at an advantageous figure. For that 
reason the court refused to remand the case for another trial, 
but gave judgment directly for the company. 





The Telephone and Illegal Liquor Selling. 

In Iowa there is a law concerning liquor selling called the 
“mulct law.” <A liquor dealer was enjoined from selling or 
keeping intoxicating liquor contrary to this law at any place 
within the district. Contempt proceedings were brought against 
him for selling liquor contrary to the restraining order. It ap- 
peared that orders were telephoned to the saloonkeeper and 
were filled by delivering liquor to the purchasers at their 
homes and places of business, and the purchase price was col- 
lected at the places of delivery. The court held that the sales 
were made at the place of delivery and not at the place of 
business of the seller, where they were permitted by law to be 
made. Cheadle vs. Roberts, 130 N. W., 368. 

Injury Incident to Production of Electricity. 

A telephone company and a power company maintained sep- 
arate wires in the streets of a city. At one point the wires of 
the two companies were in dangerous proximity to each other. 
A lineman of the telephone company, to repair a defect in the 
telephone wires, swung a platform from a messenger wire of 
the telephone company so that the platform rested on the light 
wires, and he received a shock from the light wires while on 
the platform. The two companies had equal rights to maintain 
the wires in the streets. The dangerous proximity of the 
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wires of the two companies was known to the chief lineman of 
the, power company. 

The employes of the two companies used, with the acqui- 
escence of the two companies, the poles of either when neces 
sary to make repairs. The lineman brought suit against the 
power company. It was held that he was a licensee of the 
power company so that it owed him the duty to exercise ordi- 
nary care in preventing the sending of electric current through 
its wires while he was at work making repairs. A judgment 
for the lineman was affirmed. Dennison Light & Power Co. 
vs. Patent, 135 S. W., 1040. 





The Copenhagen, Denmark, Telephone System—A Typical 
Exchange Operator. 

The Copenhagen telephone system as it is today is the 
subject of a thirty-one page booklet printed in Danish. 
by Fr. Johannsen. The booklet is profusely illustrated, and 
should prove of unusual interest to the Danish speaking 


Danish Operator in Government Exchanje. 

portion of TELEPHONY’s readers. The accompanying illus- 
tration, taken from the booklet, is the portrait of one of 
the operators in the government exchange. 





Bay City Commerce Board Fights Bell Rates. 

The Board of Commerce, of Bay City, Mich., is gather- 
ing statistics from all over the state to present to the 
Railroad Commission in the effort to show that the Rates 
of the Michigan State (Bell) Telephone Co. in that city 
are the highest in the state, with the single exception of 


Saginaw. The board will also try to bring about an inter- 
change of service between the two companies—the Bell 
and the Saginaw Valley Independent. 








Practical Subjects—Letters and Discussions 


Ohio Man Claims Development Honors. 
C. D. Gott, manager of the Wellington Telephone Co., in 
a laconic message offers TELEPHONY the figures which prove 
that the Independent telephone men of Wellington, Ohio, 
don’t go to sleep on the job. Here is the table that tells 
the story: 


No. of Bell Telephones not duplicates. 19 


yf Reet. | Ongar Memeree a Sek perma eee 576 
UNDE ccc Mec cd i cee NL ce a 2,719 
This makes one telephone to every 4.72 people, and one 
Home telephone to every 4.85 people. 





Long Life of Dry Batteries. 

Last spring I took from a residence telephone a set of 
dry batteries which were installed before I took charge 
here, in April, 1906; so I can not give the exact date that 
they were put into service, but both had the date of manu- 
facture stamped on the bottom, one being October, 1903, 
and the other January, 1904, making a life of about seven 
years. 

I have taken out several sets that had been in use on 
farm lines from four to five years, but this set that was 
used seven years is the only case of the kind I recall. 

I have had most excellent results from the use of the 
Fahnestock spring clip, which has never caused me any 
trouble from loose or dirty connections, and never nicks 
the wire so that it will break afterward when slightly 
jarred. 

Ernest J. Miner, 
Mgr. N. Parma Telephone Co. 


Hauling Poles With a Motor Truck. 

One of the most successful efforts at specialization in 
telephone work with a motor truck has been made by the 
Bell Telephone Company of Pennsylvania, as shown by the 
accompanying photographs and a descriptive article which 
recently appeared in that company’s paper, The Telephone News. 

Motor vehicles have been used by that company for 


Parma, Mich. 
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A Load of Seven 55-foot Poles. 


some time for hauling many classes of material. The su- 
pervisor of construction of the Philadelphia plant con- 
ceived the idea of applying such vehicles to hauling poles. 
A bed plate was bolted to the floor of a truck and on this 
a swivel bolster was mounted. The rear wheels, with the 
bolster of an ordinary pole truck, were coupled behind 
the truck as shown in the illustrations. 





The motor truck is equipped for pulling cable and it 
was thought that this power could be used for placing 
the poles on the truck. Two removable uprights were 
made mounted on the truck and the other on the 
A small pulley was placed near the upper 
each upright. Two ropes were run over these 
through snatch blocks to the drums on the winch 





one 

rear wheels. 
end of 
pulleys 




















Utilizing Truck’s Engine in Loading Poles. 


at the rear of the truck. The other end of each of these 
ropes was made fast to the truck and wheels, respectively. 
By looping the ropes over a pole and revolving the winch 
the pole could readily be rolled up the skids onto the truck 
and wheels. The chauffeur and one man are able to load 
and haul poles with this outfit. 

This scheme was tried out in hauling poles from the 
vicinity of Mantua to Audubon, N. J., October 27, 1911. 
Two hauls were made, one of about 14 miles and the other 
of 11 miles. Five poles were carried in the first load and 
six on the second. The poles were 30-foot and 35-foot 
chestnut poles, but they were particularly heavy, the butts 
being from 20 to 24 inches and the tops 10 inches in di- 
ameter. It might be added that they were “green.” The 
weight of each load was at least five tons. Including the 
distance from Philadelphia to the job, the total distance 
traveled was 69.5 miles. 

In many places the roads were soft and the hauling very 
difficult. Considerable time was lost owing to the heating 
of the axles of the trailer. These wheels formed the rear 
of a horse-drawn pole truck and were not designed for 
traveling at high speed with a load. As a result several 
stops had to be made to cool and lubricate the overheated 
axles. It is hoped to overcome this difficulty with a re- 
centy designed trailer, the wheels of which are ball-bearing. 

Staplehurst, Nebraska, Enters Development Contest. 

The following laconic communication will push the notch 
up a little higher in the struggle for first honors for a 
good telephone development. “We have 71 telephones in- 
side village limits; population 226.” 





L. B. Niemann, 
Mer. Staplehurst Telephone Co. 
Dry Cells Lasted Seven Years. 
On August 19, 1911, we removed two dry cells that had 
been in a telephone since May 9, 1904 at least seven years 
of service. 


Staplehurst, Neb. 





Winona Telephone Co., A. B. Diggs, Mgr. 
Winamac, Ind. 
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From Factory and Salesroom 


Phoney Bill for the “Eats.” 

Bill knocks off work long enough to cele- 
He allows that he is celebrating that 
He also express- 


Even Phoney 
brate Thanksgiving. 
festival and his birthday 
es the hope that his friends will take his advice and con- 


simultaneously. 








Let Us Give Thanks! 
tinue to follow the shield. All of which means that the 
Stromberg-Carlson Telephone Mfg. Co., of Rochester, N. 
Y., has issued its monthly blotter, bearing a calendar for 
the current month, as well as for the month previous and 


that to come. Write for it if you haven't received one. 





More Business for Chase Motor Truck Co. 

The Chase Motor Truck Co. of Syracuse, N.'Y., is 
rushing work on a three-story addition to its plant and 
hopes to have it completed about the middle of next month. 

Robert M. Barker, who recently became advertising man- 
ager for the Chase company, formerly the assistant 
advertising manager of Swift & Co., Chicago, and for the 
last seven years has be =n connected with large advertising 
agencies in New York 

Mr. Barker declares that the outlook for both 
and foreign business could not be better than right now. 

“The motor truck is yet in its infancy,” said Mr. Barker, 
“vet it is not so much of a novelty as it would be had its 
advent not been preceded by the pleasure car, which has 
paved the way for a general admiration of self-propelled 
vehicles. However, selling a commercial car is a far dif- 
ferent proposition than that which the pleasure vehicle 
presents. The appeal to speed, to luxurious fittings, and 
to the various other fascinating and money-absorb- 
ing features of the pleasure car are all absent, 
and the whole question resolves itself into one of dollars 
and cents—mainly whether or not the claim of the man- 
ufacturer for saving time and money will warrant the in- 
vestment. That the motor truck is accomplishing these 
savings is witnessed every day. 

“Experience more than anything else is helping the man- 
ufacturers of the motor truck, and pioneers like Mr. Chase 
are reaping the advantage. Already Chase cars can be 
seen in almost every city in the United States. 

“The inquiries which we get come from all parts of the 
world. In Russia business men in St. Petersburg are ask- 
ing for full details for trucks to suit the conditions of roads 
that are not all so fine as their famed Nveska Prospect. 


was 


American 
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We have sent thirty vehicles to Buenos Ayres alone. Per- 
haps the furthest points of shipments already made are 
Australia, the Philippine Islands and Cape Town, South 
Africa. Only recently we had a visit from one dealer in 


Melbourne, Australia. He has sold our trucks in that. 


far away but progressive country for the last two years.” 





Valentine-Clark Co. Opens New Office. 

The Valentine-Clark Co., of Minneapolis, dealer in north- 
ern and western cedar poles, that it 
and is now 
from 


announce 
Idaho, 
cedar 


wishes _ to 
has opened a sales office at St. Maries, 


in position to quote prices on western poles 


this office to all points west of the Dakota-Montana line, 
and to points in the state of Colorado and west thereof, 
and also into 

This company has been operating in western cedar, in con- 
for the last five years and 


office 


Texas. 


nection with its northern cedar, 
has felt for time the necessity of a 
which would put it in closer communication with the de- 


some western 
mands of the western buyer. 

Neil Burrell, formerly identified with the Valentine-Clark 
Co. in the east, has charge of the St. Maries office in con- 
with L. H. Clark, Clark, 
of the company. 

The company is operating in and along the St. Joe Val- 
ley in Idaho on the line of the C. M. & P. S. Ry. in a 
section of cedar timber that has never been cut over before, 
and the material is all produced from virgin timber. 

The St. Maries office will be glad to receive inquiries 
from prospective buyers in the west and the same high 
class material furnished by the eastern office will be the 
company in its western operations, service and 


nection son of E. L. president 


aim of the 


quality being always in mind. 





Some Kellogg Announcements. 
The Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co., Chicago, reports 
an increasing demand for its new enamel insulated head 


band shown herewith. These head bands are thoroughly 


The New Kellogg Head Band. 


insulated, the enamel does not chip, they are of light weight 
and inconspicuous when worn. They are proving espe- 
cially serviceable in railway telephone dispatching work. 

The new Kellogg magneto party line indicator is here 





November 25, 1911. 
shown set in place on a standard Kellogg combined drop 
and jack. It fits around the jack sleeve bushing. Indicator 
points are furnished in four colors, red, green and 
blue. 

The Kellogg company’s lamp testing board reveals some 


white, 





New Kellogg Magneto Party Line Indicator. 


endurance of 
A recent 
inspection of this board gave the following results: 


decidedly noteworthy facts in regard to the 


Kellogg lamps in comparison with other makes. 


Seventy 48-volt Kellogg lamps were placed on this board 
in 1905. that time have gone out, but the re- 
maining sixty-five have burned constantly nine hours a 
day, and still continue to give a good, serviceable 
light. 

Fifteen 48-volt Kellogg lamps were installed on this board 
in 1906, and an account to date shows fourteen out of the 
fifteen to be burning bright and strong. 

Four 48-volt lamps, ten each of four different competi- 
tors’ samples submitted, were installed in April, 1910. 
Three months after that time over one-half of them were 
burning feebly, and at the present time but three give 


Since five 


clear, 
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Kellogg Lamp Testing Board. 


serviceable light, seven give a dim light, and the remainder 
are barely perceptible. 

The Kellogg company claims its switchboard lamps to 
be unexcelled and this test seems to indicate that the lamps 
in service bear out the Kellogg reputation. 





Paragraphs. 
THe FRANK UH. Stewart’. Etectric Co. 35 North 
Seventh street, Philadelphia, is rapidly completing its 
new six story and basement building, which will be 


ready for occupancy February 1. The building has a thir- 
ty-seven foot frontage on Seventh street and will have 
4,500 square feet of floor space on each floor. It possesses 


a unique interest in that it is being erected on the site of 
the first United States Mint, the first building the govern- 
ment ever built. 


The Mint was erected in 1792. 
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STATE Fipre_ Co.,, 
establish a 


one of the 


DIAMOND 


THE 
preparing to 
Reeves, 


Elsmere, Del., is 
branch Chicago. C. H. 
mainstays of the company at Elsmere 
for many years, is now in Chicago for that purpose. The 
Chicago branch will carry a full line of hard fibre in sheets, 
rods and tubes. 


store in 








Wesco Suppty Co., 
items in the 
Shield.” 
St 


St. Louis, Missouri, has many interesting 
number of its organ “The Red 
On the cover appears a map with a line drawn about 
. Louis as the central point, intended to show approximately 
the number of days required to make delivery of merchandise 
shipments that city to the principal points within the 
various zones indicated by the line. 


current house 


from 


FRANK H. Stewart Evectric Co,, Old Mint Bldg., Philadel- 
phia, Pa., is sending out a booklet of very interesting odd “Ex- 
tracts from the Colonial Records of the Providence of Phil- 


adelphia.” In these early days the fee for boarding and teach- 


ing a scholar for a year was 10 pounds. 





Fahnestock Cable Connecting Strip. 

Kahnestock Electric Co., 129 Patchen Ave., Brooklyn, N. 
Y., describes in a new leaflet a cable connecting strip made 
up with the well known Fahnestock spring 
binding post. Its advantages are fully 
described in the circular which enumer- 
ates twelve important points, will 
appeal to practical telephone men. The 
more important are the following: 

Operation of clip insures against haste 
or carelessness in connecting cables. If 
the wire is once inserted in clip positive 
contact is established and the possibility 
of the workman forgetting to set up a 
lock nut is done away with. 

Any wire can be disconnected without 
in the least disturbing any other wire. 

Glazed porcelain base is heat proof, non 
absorbent of moisture and a better insulator 
than any moulded composition. Saves 
time in making tests. 


which 








Valuable Tables on Cedar Poles. 
A beautifully illustrated booklet, distributed by the C. 
H. Worcester Co., Chicago, Ill., shows some of the con- 
ditions encountered in the pole country of the north dur- 
ing the winter season. An elaborate telegraph code runs 
through several pages of the book, and should fully meet 
the requirements of the company’s customers in dealing 
with any situation which may arise in regard to the pur- 
chase or shipment of any quanity of poles of any size. The 
booklet also contains Northwestern Cedarmen’s Associa- 
tion Standard Specifications of white cedar products, com- 
ments of the official inspection committee upon the specifi- 
cations, shipping notes and a table of weights. 





The Telephone As An Active Campaign Factor. 

The telephone played an interesting and probably im- 
portant part in the recent election in Philadelphia. The 
Women’s Committee for Good Government started an 
endless telephone chain in behalf of the reform candidate 
for mayor, Rudolph Blankenburg. Each member of the 
committee, numbering nearly 5,000 women, pledged herself 
to call three voters and three women friends. The former 
were asked to vote for Blankenburg and the latter were 
asked to do precisely what the caller was doing, call three 
voters and three women friends. Blankenburg was elected 
and it is reasonably certain that the telephone was one 
of his most important aids. 








Condensed News Reports 


Officers of companies are earnestly requested to forward us promptly all financial and other state- 
ments as soon as issued and any items of interest as to their plants and systems 








PERSONAL. 

Our genial friend, Frank B. Cook, has just returned from a 
trip through the south. With his usual sagacity Mr. Cook com- 
bined business with pleasure on this trip, with the result that he 
is quite enthusiastic over the wonderful possibilities of that 
hitherto but partially developed country. 

Among the places visited, a 
portion of his time was spent in 
and around Monticello, Florida, 
already quite famous for its 
pecan groves, and so favorably 
was he impressed with the pecan 
business as a paying proposition 
that he purchased a tract of land 
with the idea of cultivating 
pecans, considering it one of the 
best investments on the market 
today. 

He reports the climate of this 
section delightful in winter and 
on account of its proximity to 
the coast very comfortable in 
summer; the gulf breezes mod- 
erating the heat, making it a 
livable place the year round. 

In addition to raising pecans 
many people are interested in 
the cultivation of the satsuma 
orange, which being a hardy va- 
riety is not susceptible to frost. 

Altogether Mr. Cook was de- 
lighted with the south; he says 
no section of our country is so 
much in the public eye at the 
present time, and from the standpoint of a good investment he 
thinks no other section can offer such inducements as the south 
is offering right now, especially for small investors. 

RUSSELL B. SMITH, of Batavia, N. Y., has become the local 
manager of the Black River Telephone Co., succeeding George 
M. Box. 

S. D. LEVINGS has resigned his position with the Waterbury 
Co., N. Y., and expects to go with a large eastern exporting 
concern. 

Z. A. KIMBRO, of Enterprise, La., has succeeded J. W. Mar- 
tin as manager for the Cumberland Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
at New Orleans. .) 

W. W. CULBERTSON, Escondido, Cal., is the new local man- 
ager of the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Company’s interests 
for that section. 

BEN. K. MARSH, contract manager in the South Bend offices 
of the Bell Telephone Co., has been transferred to Lansing, 
Mich., where he will serve as district commercial manager for a 
district of several counties. 

C. R. LOSE, of Williamsport, Pa., has been appointed general 
manager for the Bell Telephone Co. of the Coudersport district. 
He will take the place of C. E. Lovell. 

WM. TRAER, JR., seven weeks old, son of Wm. Traer, of the 
Telephone Journal P ess, Vinton, Ia., looks like his dad, ac- 
cording to one of TELEPHONY ’S representatives. 

W. J. ALLEN, for the past two years manager of the local 
exchange of the Bell Telephone Co., has resigned his position. 
He will be succeeded by Mr. Tyler, of Saginaw, Mich. 

CALVIN B. BURCH, of Pulaski, N. Y., manager of the Penn 
Yan exchange of the New York Telephone Co., has been trans- 
ferred to the Elmira office of the company in a similar position. 

FRANK LAKE, for several years district manager for the 
Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co., at Livermore, Cal., has been 
transferred to the Oakland office and will be succeeded by S. T. 
Brown of Oakland. 

J. E. SCOTT, superintendent for the Michigan State Telephone 
Co., Detroit, Mich., has been transferred to the office of the 
superintendent of traffic in Detroit. L. J. Waller, of Saginaw, 
will succeed him. 

W. H. TRIMBLE, who has had charge of the local telephone 
office at Loveland, Cal., has been promoted to the office at 
Cripple Creek. G. A. Taffwater of Helena, Mont., will have 
charge of the Loveland exchange. 

HENRY MATHEWS, of. Philadelphia, Pa., succeeds William 
P. Hull as manager of the Bell Telephone Company’s Chester 
district. Mr. Hull has been transferred to Germantown, where 
he has assumed the position of district manager. 

JOSEPH H. LOCKE, who has been for two years wire chief of 
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the East Tennessee Telephone Co., in Bowling Green, Ky., has 
resigned his position and left for Guthrie, Ky., to assume the 
duties of manager of the Home Telephone Co. there. 

J. B. SMITH, local manager for the Missouri & Kansas Tele- 
phone Co., has been promoted to a position in the company’s 
office at Kansas City. C. C. Bayless, formerly manager for the 
Bell company at McAlester, Okla., will succeed Mr. Smith. 

JOHN W. COFFEY, after some months of strenuous work at 
Springfield, has got the affairs of the Illinois Independent Clear- 
ing House in good running order and has broken away to at- 
tend to some of the work of the Coffey System and Audit Co., 
which has been piling up in Indianapolis during his absence. 

He leaves the Clearing House office in charge of H. B. Gil- 
more, former manager of the Decatur Home Telephone Co. E. 
D. Glaudon of Pittsfield is the managing director of the Clearing 
House Association. 

Mr, Coffey will still spend a little time each month at Spring- 
field, assisting in the development of the Illinois Clearing House. 
In a letter to TELEPHONY he says: ‘‘The proposition is now on 
a good paying basis, in fact, there is enough new business in the 
state that can be had, to double the volume of business being 
handled at this time.’’ 

He has just completed an annual audit for F. R. Strickler’s 
company, at Franklin, Indiana, and is now at Winchester, estab- 
lishing a full accounting system for the Eastern Indiana Tele- 
phone Co. 

NEW COMPANIES. 

PETERSBURG, ILL.—The People’s Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
of Menard county has been incorporated recently with capital 
stock $100,000. Henry H. Colby, of Petersburg, is president; D. W. 
Frackelton, of Petersburg, is treasurer, and C. H. Rottger, of 
Springfield, is secretary. 

TOPEKA, KANS.—A charter has been granted to the Abilene 
Telephone Co. which is capitalized at $500,000. The company owns 
and proposes to operate the telephone systems at Abilene, Beloit, 
Concordia and Minneapolis. The incorporators are: A. T. Rodgers, 
W. W. Dillworth, C. L. Brown, all of Beloit, G. A. Rodgers, of 
Abilene, and J. W. Smith, of Minneapolis. 

MOOSE LAKE, MINN.—The Kettle River Telephone Associa- 
tion has been organized and will connect with the Tri-State Tele- 
phone Company’s line at Moose Lake. The officers of the com- 
pany are as follows: Ole Olson, president; A, Odberg, vice-presi- 
dent; and Cornell Fossum, secretary. 

CINCINNATI, OHIO.—The Big Four Telephone Co., of Letart, 
has been recently incorporated to construct and operate telephone 
lines. The capital stock is $4,980. The incorporators are: George 
T. Adkins, Emery F. Fry, C. S. Murr, of Letart; George Somer- 
ville, of Maggie. 

COSHOCTON, OHIO.—The Coshocton Telephone Co. was re- 
cently incorporated by W. S. Crater, P. Yensen, C, C. Fohl, R. R. 
Stevens and W. C. Newton. 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.—A charter has been granted to 
the Limestone Rural Telephone Co., of Red Fork. The capital 
stock is $2,500 and the incorporators are F. O. Brown and Lin- 
coln Postoak, of Red Fork, and J. W. Russell and W. C. Best, of 
Fisher. 

WELCH, W. VA.—The McDowell County Telephone Co. has 
been organized with a $25,000 capital stock to acquire the Welch 
Williamson Telephone Co. It will rebuild the line from Welch 
to War Eagle and make other improvements. The incorporators 
are: W. P. Hawley, president; J. A. Henchey, vice-president; 
Charles O’Neal, secretary-treasurer. 

MILWAUKEE, WIS.—Articles of incorporation have been filed 
by the Grand River Telephone Co., of Kingston. The capital 
stock is $5,000. Incorporators are: H. A. Price, Scott Paterick 
and Emil Stroschien. 

FINANCIAL. 

TOPEKA, KANS.—The Meade Telephone Co. has been granted 
permission to issue bonds valued at $20,000. The money is to be 
used in making improvements and extensions. 


FRANCHISE. 

STANTON, N. D.—A. J. Withnell has been granted a fran- 
chise to install a telephone exchange. 

DAYTON, N. D.—The Mt. Vernon Telephone Co. has applied 
for an exclusive franchise to construct a telephone line on cer- 
tain streets. 

DUPREE, 8S. D.—F. E. Sexton has been granted a franchise to 
build a telephone system in Timber Lake, and county. 

TAYLOR, TEX.—W. C. Wuthrich has been granted a franchise 
to erect a telephone line along the Taylor and Hutto road from 
Yakey’s School House, two and one-half miles west. 





November 25, 1911. 


CONSTRUCTION. 

PETALUMA, CAL.—The Guglielmetti Rural 
will soon extend its telephone line to Cotati. 

BREMEN, GA.—The Gainesboro Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
Carrollton, is overhauling and otherwise improving the service 
in Bremen. Besides many new telephones having been put in a 
modern switchboard is soon to be installed. 

BLACK HAWK, IND.—The Reelsville Telephone Association is 
preparing to rebuild its line. New poles will be set, and new wire 
strung. ‘ 

McPHERSON, KAN.—The McPherson Telephone Co. is string- 
ing about 1,900 feet of cable. 

HICKMAN, KY.—The Hickman Home Telephone Co. is improv- 
ing its service and extending its connections to cover every por- 
tion of Hickman and contiguous territory. The growth of this 
company has been remarkable. It was established a year ago. 

HICKMAN, KY.—The Home Telephone Co. is making exten- 
sive improvements, extending its lines into parts of the city, 
which it does not reach at the present time. 

GIANT CITY, IA.—The Burr Oak Telephone Co. has rebuilt 
its lines recently, placing new poles and stringing new wires. 

ST. PAUL, MINN.—The Tri-State Telephone Co. is construct- 
ing a new circuit to Superior, via Hinckley. 

TARKIO, MO.—The Atchison County Mutual Telephone Co. is 
putting up several hundred feet of new cable. 

AMHERST, OHIO.—The Amherst Home Telephone Co. 
soon reconstruct its system, rebuilding the local plant. 

CHATFIELD, OHIO.—The Interurban Telephone Exchange is 
overhauling its lines and making extensive improvement and 
building new lines. 

PORTSMOUTH, O.—The Portsmouth Telephone Co. is putting 
many of its most important cables underground. 

UNION, ORE.—Citizens of this place and of Wallowa have organ- 
ized a telephone company and will construct a line connecting the 
two points. 

BELLINGHAM, WASH.—The Farmers’ Mutual Telephone Co. is 
constructing twelve miles of new line between Nooksack and Ken- 
dali that will be used as a private line by the Olympic Portland 
Cement company, Itd. 

LOOMIS, WASH.—The Inland Telephone Co, is reconstructing 
its line from Republic to Brewster. Mr. Brickvill is the van- 
ager of the Loomis exchange. 

DE PERE, WIS.—The Fox River Valley Telephone Co. will soon 
construct a five-mile extension to its line. 

KENOSHA, WIS.—The Kenosha Home Telephone Co. is plan- 
ning to extend its cable service in Kenosha. The company will 
expend from $30,000 to $40,000 in improving the plant. U. G. 
Schneider is engineer. 

NEILLSVILLE, WIS.—The Badger State Telephone Co. will 
improve its local exchange or erect a new one, 


Telephone Co. 


will 


ELECTIONS. 

GUIDE ROCK, NEB.—The Glenwood Telephone Co, held its an- 
nual meeting and elected the following officers: Andrew Guy 
was elected treasurer and general manager, and John Yung, sec- 
retary; Andrew Guy treasurer and general manager of the dis- 
trict. 

AMHERST, OHIO.—At the directors’ meeting of the Amherst 
Home Telephone Co. A. V. Hageman was elected president; B. 
G. Nichols, secretary, and H. E. Hageman, treasurer. The 
change which became inevitable with the death of H. N. Steele 
and the moving away of E. H. Nicholl, to Cleveland, put the con- 
trolling interest of the company in charge of the three Lorain 
officers elected. 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


ORLAND, CAL.—The Glenn County Telephone Co. has bought 
the Hackheimer line extending from Orland to Willow. 'Thomas 
Green is manager of the company. 

AURORA, ILL.—The exchange of the Interstate Telephone 
Company’s exchange at Elburn was destroyed by fire. 

WICHITA, KANS.—The Kansas Gas & Electric Co. has been 
granted permission to buy the Newton Telephone Company’s sys- 
tem and make additions to the Wichita lines. Bonds have been 
issued amounting to $204,060. . 

DELPHINE, MINN.—A telephone extension is being built from 
the ranger’s camp near Woolsey to the station near Delphine, 
giving direct communication from Delphine to Neihart. 

ST. PETER, MINN.—The Tri-State Telephone Co. is nego- 
tiating for the purchase of the Nicollet County Telephone Co. 
The local concern operates about eight exchanges and owns 
about 500 miles of line and it is capitalized at $100,000. The 
exchanges are at Gaylord, St. Peter, Cleveland, Kasota, New 
Sweden, Nicollet, Lafayette and Gibbon. The Tri-State Com- 
pany has offered to rebuild the local exchange. 

BUCKNER, MO.—The Jackson County Telephone Exchange 
has been purchased by Fred Kitchner, of Iduna, Kan. 

BANCROFT, NEBR.—The Bancroft Telephone Co. has made 
application to the Nebraska Railroad Commission for permis- 
sion to raise its rural line switching rates from twenty-five to 
thirty-five cents. The Commission has taken the matter under 
advisement, 
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DEVILS LAKE, N. D.—The Northern ‘Telephone Co. has se- 
cured an option on the property of the Devils Lake Improvement 
Co., including the local telephone, light and water systems. 

NORFOLK, NEB.—The Nebraska Telephone Co. is placing its 
wires underground. 


DUNKIRK, N. Y.—The Dunkirk Construction Co. has been 
awarded the contract for construction of underground conduits 
in Olean for the installation of the underground system of wires 
adopted by the New York Telephone Co. 

FARGO, N. D.—The Northwestern Telephone Co. are busily 
engaged in putting in the conduits in which will be placed the 
lines for the telephone company. 

COLON,PANAMA.—A contract has been entered into between 
the Panama Railroad Co. and the Isthmian Telephone Co., a local 
corporation organized for the purpose of conducting a general 
telephone business on the Isthmus of P:.nama, by which the rail- 
road company transfers its commercial toll-line business originat- 
ing at Colon or Panama to the telephone company. The telephone 
company will at once establish its toll-line service, using the rail- 
road company’s circuits out of Panama and Colon, It has an ex- 
change in operation in Colon and has also obtained the conces- 
sion for the establishment of a local exchange in the city of 
Panama. The contract does not, however, include the whole 
Canal Zone in its scope, and the present arrangement of charg- 
ing $7.50 a month for commercial service will be continued at all 
intermediate points. 

PHILADELPHIA, PA.—The Keystone Telephone system an- 
nounces connections to Frenchtown, Lambertville, Plumsteadville, 
Ottsville and other points in upper Bucks County. 

PECOS, TEX.—The Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph Co. has 
purchased the holdings of the Barstow, Alpine & Stockton Tele- 
phone Company and will build extensions. ’ 

CHEHALIS, WASH.—The Chehalis Telephone Co. has made 
arrangements with the Silver Lake Telephone Co:, by which the 
latter will have connections with the former’s’ exchange. 


RIDGEFIELD, WASH.—The Ridgefield, 
Farmers’ Union Telephone Co. 
electrical storm. 

HANFORD, WASH.—The White Bluffs & Columbia. River Tele- 
phone Co. is preparing for extensive improvements. 

TWISP, WASH.—The West Side Telephone Co. has recently 
completed the extension of the line to Camp Gilbert, a mining 
section, 25 miles up the Twisr river. They are also extending 
the line up the Methow as far as Mazama. 

MORGANTOWN, W. VA.—W. S. Corrothers, A. J. Richardson 
and J. W. Sams, of Little Falls, have taken over the old Winfield 
& Valley Telephone line and will make a‘number of improvements. 


UNDERGROUND. 


COLUMBIA, PA.—The Columbia Telephone Co. is placing its 
wires underground, 


PRINCETON, ILL.—The Bureau County Independent Telephone 
Co. is placing all its telephone wires on Main street in Wyanet, 
Ill., in an underground conduit. 

SIOUX FALLS, S. D.—The Northwestern Telephone Co. is 
considering placing its lines underground. 

PRINCETON, ILL.—The Bureau County Independent Telephone 
Co, is placing all its telephone wires on Main street in under- 
ground conduit. 

SHREVEPORT, LA.—The Cumberland Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., will place its wires underground. 


PORT HURON, MICH.—The estimates at present prepared by 
the Michigan State Telephone Co, provide for the placing of 400 
pairs of underground cable, in all amounting to about 1,200 feet. 
Aerial cable aggregating 33,000 feet is provided for the service to 
the tunnel station. ; 

SAGINAW, MICH.—The Saginw Power Co. and telephone com- 
panies are to be instructed by the authorities to place their wires 
underground. 


ST. CLOUD, MINN.—The Northwestern Telephone Exchange 
Co. has expended $30,000 in new equipment, laying underground 
conduits in the business section and overhead cables throughout 
the city. A total of 61,000 feet of cable, running in capacity from 
15 pairs to 625 pairs of wire, have been added, and of this new 
cable equipment 5,500 feet has been placed in underground con- 
duits. 


SIOUX FALLS, S. D.—The Northwestern Telephone Co, expects 
to expend $175,000 on its new building and in placing a large sec- 
tion of its wires under ground. 


COMMERCE, TEX.—Judge Lindsey of Tyler, president of the 
Gulf States Telephone Co., reports that some improvements such 
as placing the wires underground in the business part of the city 
will be made soon. 


MARLIN, TEXAS.—The Independent Telephone Co. is preparing 
to place all of its wires in the business district underground. The 
capacity of the local exchange will be increased to 2,800 lines. 

SAN ANGELO, TEX.—The San Angelo Telephone Co. will be- 
gin placing its wires under ground in the business portion of the 
city. The system of conduits, when completed, will be capable 
of accommodating service for a city of 30,000 inhabitants. 
Installation of the underground telephone system was prompted 
by paving work which is soon to be started. 


Sara & Vancouver 
suffered a heavy loss by an 





In the Rural Line Districts 


B. I. Wells has traded his farm in Langdon township for 
the telephone exchange at Ness City, and will move to that city 
and engage in the telephone business. He was formerly en- 
gaged in that line of business, having been owner of the tele- 
phone exchange at Langdon at one time —Hutchinson (Kansas) 
News. 

Hetinger county is to be well covered with telephone lines. 
—Fargo (N. Dak.) Forum. 

The telephone owners of Parkman have been busy reset- 
ting telephone poles and fixing the line this week.—Parkman 
Letter Sheridan (Wyo.) Post. 

Hans Holden, manager of the Ada Telephone Company, has 
had a crew of men at work removing the poles from the 
roadway east of the sluice—Ada (Minn.) Herald. 

T. Elmer Sims bought J. Sam Maiden’s interest in the Mu- 


tual telephone line on No. 5, paying $17.50 for same. He is 
always wound up and never runs down. There will be talk- 
ing done now as never before. The vote on the line stood 
as follows: All white balls. Elmer killed a big fat goat a 
few days ago and ever since then Ryan has been bleating.— 
Centralia (Mo.) Guard. 

Our telephone line being out of order, caused Mrs. E. W. 
Ellis to go to the Campbell ranch about ten miles from her 
home to deliver an important message over the Adel tele- 
phone line to Cascade—Millegan Notes Great Falls (Mont.) 
Tribune. 

The president of the Home Mutual Telephone Co., of Cald- 
well county, appointed Dr. C. T. McMurtrey on the Grievance 
Committee. So if you have a kick coming, tell it to the 
doctor, not to the secretary—Kidder (Mo.) Independent. 
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F,. W. Wilcoxen, trouble man for the Kansas City Long Distance Telephone Co., had a wild and exciting ex- 
perience yesterday afternoon, an experience he never wants repeated. 
Mr. Wilcoxen is the man who rides the company’s motorcycle, and his work requires him to make hurry-up 


calls all over the country to make line repairs. 


Yesterday he went about ten miles north of town to fix a line and 


was returning home when he came upon a herd of cattle, just north of town, being driven to the slaughter house. 
Mr. Wilcoxen slowed down his machine and was winding his way through the herd when a big ill natured bull 


spied him. The only signal was a deep bellow. 
There was no time for retreat. 
had been in daily practice. 


The charge was instantaneous and furious. 
Catching the motorcycle under the handle bars he lifted it and the rider in the air 


The bull went at the job as if he 


and hurled them some ten or fifteen feet, and when they again reached terra firma, the bull was there, too, with all 


four feet. 


Wilcoxen was next to the ground, the motor cycle was on top of him and the bull capped the pile. 
way he put his foot down it was evident he had a purpose of holding the fort. 


And the 
While trying to get his horns under 


the machine the bull got tangled up in one of the wheels and his delay in executing his further intentions probably 


saved Wilcoxen much added embarrassment. 


Two men on horseback and in charge of the herd at this juncture convinced the bull that he had gone far enough 


and he retired rather reluctantly from the field. 


Wilcoxen escaped with a sprained arm and a few bruises, but with a much ruffled temper. 


brought to town later in a wagon.—Independence, Kansas. 
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